Paper assignment for Monday October 15, 2007.

(Note that I moved the deadline for the paper back to Oct 15 from Oct 10)
PLSC 083, First-Year Seminar
Prof. Baumgartner

Your name here

October 15, 2007

Conflict Expansion
Please follow the instructions from your first paper; email me a doc or docx file (e.g., this file saved as “PLSC083_paper3_yourlastname.doc”) and bring a printed copy of the paper to class before class on October 15.
On p. 1 Schattschneider writes:  “Nothing attracts a crowd as quickly as a fight” and throughout his book he develops an entire theory of “conflict expansion.”  Referring back to what you read in Nownes, discuss:

1) An example where lobbyists purposefully followed the strategy of conflict expansion, knowing that the public was on their side, and therefore the politicians would be as well, if the conflict became salient to them and was reported for example in the media or was the object of public hearings or public discussion.

2) This theory makes it seem that public opinion will always win out.  But it doesn’t, and Schattschneider knows that and discusses certain reasons why the public does not always win.  Give an example, again from Nownes, where conflict expansion was not an option.

3) Evaluate Schattschneider’s theory of conflict expansion.  What are its values or strengths?  What are its limits?
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