PLSC 083, First-Year Seminar

Prof. Baumgartner

September 24, 2007

Quiz number 1:

Consider the following thesis paragraph from a hypothetical student paper.  Revise it down to three sentences that clearly state the topic of the paper and its focus.

In considering possible topics for my professor’s writing assignment, first I thought about lobbying on health care, but then I thought gun control might be more interesting.  After looking at the available resources in Associations Unlimited, I chose abortion.  When you do a search on “abortion” you bring up 64 hits; this is way too many for me to write about in five pages.  There’s lots of the groups that are pro-abortion whereas others are pro-choice.  I decided, finally, to present information about the membership size, staffing, and budgets of the four biggest groups on each side.  At the end, I will also evaluate their effectiveness in lobbying for the public policy goals they think it best to support.

Answer (there are many possible answers, but here is one example):

Abortion

Scores of interest groups are active on both sides of the abortion debate.  This paper describes the largest groups on each side of the issue, including their membership, staff, and budget sizes, then discusses the effectiveness of their lobbying strategies.  With both sides substantially mobilized, abortion represents an unusual case in American politics, as many issues are home to one-sided mobilizations of interest.

What’s the difference?

HAVE A TITLE; IT MAKES IT MORE PROFESSIONAL

In considering possible topics for my professor’s writing assignment, first I thought about lobbying on health care, but then I thought gun control might be more interesting.  After looking at the available resources in Associations Unlimited, I chose abortion.  DON’T SAY WHAT YOU’RE NOT GOING TO DO.  JUST BE DIRECT.

When you do a search on “abortion” you bring up 64 hits; this is way too many for me to write about in five pages.    INFORMAL SPEECH, NOT APPROPRIATE FOR A PAPER.  ALSO DISCUSSES THE SEARCH PROCESS, BUT YOU SHOULD JUST FOCUS ON YOUR RESULTS.

There’s lots of the groups that are pro-abortion whereas others are pro-choice.    BAD GRAMMAR; A SIMPLER PRESENTATION OF THE IDEA IS POSSIBLE.

I decided, finally, to present information about the membership size, staffing, and budgets of the four biggest groups on each side.  At the end, I will also evaluate their effectiveness in lobbying for the public policy goals they think it best to support.  NO WE’RE FINALLY GETTING SOMEWHERE; THIS IS THE ACTUAL POINT OF THE PAPER.

THERE IS NO INTERESTING CONCLUSION ABOUT WHY THIS MATTERS; YOU SHOULD THINK OF SOME REASON WHY THE INFORMATION HAS SOME BROADER IMPLICATION.

