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Traffic stops are the most frequent means of contact between law enforcement officers and the
general public, and routine traffic stops are often used as a pretext to search vehicles for
contraband such as illegal weapons or drugs. The authors, all scholars of criminal justice or
government, provide a thorough examination of traffic stops that adds to the breadth of research
already in existence, combining a literature review with their own groundbreaking work studying
routine traffic stops in North Carolina. The authors clearly outline what differentiates racial
disparities from racial profiling and provide clear examples for what constitutes biased policing
and differential policing. The biggest contribution the authors make is how they examine well
over a decade of traffic stops. Their study of over 20 million traffic stops provides a clear picture
of policing during traffic stops in North Carolina. The book contains a complete list of
references, notes for further details on claims and statements made throughout the text, and a
comprehensive index, providing excellent source material for readers studying this topic in
depth. This informative and well-written book will be a valued addition to many library
collections, especially those supporting sociology or criminal justice programs.

Summing Up: Highly recommended. All academic levels.
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