Advocate Summary

Issue:  Patients’ Bill of Rights

Advocate:  Associated General Contractors of America

Date of Interview: Tuesday, February 2, 1999
Basic Background

· Health issues haven’t received much attention from the AGCA.  The AGCA members are satisfied with the status quo so that as long as no new health-related mandates are issued to them as employers, they don’t get really worked up about health.  The really big issue for the members right now relate to death taxes – since many of the businesses that are members of AGCA are family-owned, the taxes paid when a parent dies and leaves the business to the family are considerable.

· Even though health care isn’t a huge issue for the group, they are concerned now about the proposed patients’ bill of rights legislation.

Prior Activity on the Issue 

Nothing mentioned.

Advocacy Activities Undertaken

· They are supporting (financially and otherwise) the Health Benefits Coalition’s efforts on this issue and have (on their own) sent letters to MCs on this issue (see the letter dated July 28, 1998).  They do not have time to do anything else.

· They keep their membership updated on all legislative issues (see the Legislative Week in Review document) that are relevant to the AGCA, and they have a web site that allows members to type in their zip code and access a letter that can be sent to their MC on a number of issues.

Future Advocacy Activities Planned

Nothing mentioned.

Key Congressional Contact(s)/Champions

· Their supporters in Congress are the Republican leadership and Senator Nickles (R-OK).

Targets of Direct Lobbying

None.

Targets of Grassroots Lobbying

None.

Coalition Partners: Names/Participants

· The AGCA is part of the Health Benefits Coalition, an alliance of about 100 business-related groups.  The HBC is being lead by Dan Danner of the NFIB.  The HBC consists of a series of subcommittees (e.g., on finance, on advertising) that are overseen by a steering committee.  The AGCA is not on any of these subcommittees.  

Other Participants in the Issue Debate

· Republican leadership

· Senator Don Nickles (R-OK)

· Senator Ted Kennedy (D-MA)

· Representative Charlie Norwood (R-GA)

· The Health Benefits Coalition

· AMA

Ubiquitous Argument(s) and Evidence

· AGCA’s opposition to the current (Democratic) Patients’ Bill of Rights proposals stems from their position that federal mandates are not good – in this case, they oppose coverage mandates and believe health care costs will rise if mandates are issued.  The AGCA believes that mandates drive up health insurance premiums so that employers cannot cover or afford to offer coverage.  They support the idea that in a free market, competition will drive down costs and enhance access. This is the same position that is advocated by the coalition.

Secondary Argument(s) and Evidence

None.

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence

None.

Nature of the Opposition

· Opposing them on the health care issue is the AMA.  The AMA wants to broaden liability.

· Their opponents in the Congress are Kennedy and Norwood.  Norwood, a Republican, supports allowing patients to sue health care plans.

Ubiquitous Argument(s) and Evidence Articulated by the Opposition 

Not obtained.

Secondary Argument(s) and Evidence Articulated by the Opposition

Not obtained.

Targeted Argument(s) and Evidence Articulated by the Opposition (and Targets)

Not obtained.

Described as a Partisan Issue

No.

Venue(s) of Activity

· Congress

Action Pending or Taken by Relevant Decision Makers

· Thoden refers to patients’ rights bills that have been discussed and introduced but does not mention anything specific.

Policy Objective(s) and Support for/Opposition to the Status Quo

· The ACGA supports the status quo.  They oppose coverage mandates and believe health care costs will rise if mandates are issued.  They are also opposed to the provisions in the patients’ bill of rights proposals that would allow patients to sue their managed care plans (see the position statement on health care reform).  They support pooling of employers and tax deductions for health care for those who are self-employed. This position on health care reform was developed by a policy subcommittee within AGCA about the time Clinton introduced his plan for health care reform.

Advocate’s Experience: Tenure in Current Job/Previous Experience

· I interviewed the Director of Congressional Relations for Tax and Fiscal Affairs.  I’m not sure how long Phil has been at AGCA but it has not been much more than a year or so.  He went to college in DC (graduated in 1989).  After college he worked for a Republican senator from Indiana.  Then he worked for the trade association that represents travel plazas and truck stops.

Reliance on Research: In-House/External 

Not obtained.

Number of Individuals Involved in Advocacy 

· There are six lobbyists in the organization.  They also have a series of policy committees, and a group of tax experts.

Units in Organization Involved in Public Affairs/Policy 

Not obtained, check web site (www.agca.org).

Advocate’s Outstanding Skills/Assets 

Not obtained.

Type of Membership: None, Institutions, Individuals, Both 

Not obtained, check web site (www.agca.org).

Membership Size 

Not obtained, check web site (www.agca.org).

Organizational Age 

Not obtained, check web site (www.agca.org).

Miscellaneous

· Phil said that if I asked other coalition members what they brought to the table on this issue I would hear complaints that the AGSC isn’t sufficiently active.
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