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SUMMARY

As I understand it, this issue is about efforts to regulate managed care organizations and give patients more rights and protections under the law.  These rights and protections include, but are not limited to, items such as an internal/external review process when claims are denied, a patient’s right to sue (including timing of the suit and the venue), access to specialists, access to emergency care, access to clinical trials, determination of medical necessity (each physician versus the health plans themselves) and non-discrimination among health care providers (meaning that non-MDs care providers had to be treated the same by HMOs as MDs). This was an extremely contentious issue, and involved a huge debate in the 106th Congress, and indeed the debate continues into the 107th (although the latter is not relevant for this issue).

