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· American Medical Association
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· National Council for Community and Behavioral Health

· National Depressive and Manic-Depressive Association
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· Rep. Sherrod Brown (D-OH)

· Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-OR)

· Rep. Diana DeGette (D-CO)
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· Rep. Jim McDermott (D-WA)
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· Rep. Robert Wise (D-WV) (Currently governor of West Virginia)

· Sen. John Breaux (D-LA)

· Sen. Pete Domenici (R-NM)

· Sen. Jay Rockefeller (D-WV)

· Sen. Paul Wellstone (D-MN)
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S. 796 – Mental Health Equitable Treatment Act of 1999

VENUES
· Congress

· House

· Ways and Means Committee

· Education and the Workforce Committee

· Senate

· Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions

· Finance Committee

· House and Senate working group on mental health

SUMMARY


The crux of this issue is the desire of a number of mental health advocates to change legislation regarding coverage for the treatment of mental illnesses.  Medicare coverage seems to be more in focus for some but this appears to result largely because private insurance often follows Medicare.  Under current standards, mental illness is treated differently than all other illnesses, which mental health advocates feel is discriminatory.  They would like to see the coverage for mental illness rise to the level of other illnesses (although there is some disagreement about what constitutes mental illness or severe mental illness).  Two major coalitions are active, with one being especially active in lobbying Congress, where there has been some legislative activity and support.

