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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION HOUSE OF DELEGATES

Resolution:  612

(I-99)

Introduced by:
Maine Delegation


American Psychiatric Association


American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry

Subject:
Implementing Mental Health Parity

Referred to:
Reference Committee F


(Donald C. Chaplin, MD, Chair)

Whereas, The American Medical Association (AMA) has publicly endorsed legislation requiring parity between mental health benefits and other health benefits in insurance plans; and

Whereas, The Maine Medical Association, the American Psychiatric Association and the Maine Psychiatric Association have been strong proponents of such policies; and

Whereas, The American Medical Association in 1999 announced a new AMA-sponsored Disability Income Insurance Plan that limits benefits to 24 months if the enrollee is disabled due to mental, nervous or emotional disorders before age 68, and if disability begins before age 63, limits benefits to age 65 if the patient is confined in a hospital at the end of two years (and such confinement has been continuous for the previous 12 months) and said plan pays benefits for a longer period of time for other illnesses; and

Whereas, The offering of such a policy is not consistent with the policies endorsed by these medical organizations and is discriminatory against patients who are mentally ill; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the American Medical Association review the availability of group insurance products that are non-discriminating in nature and work with interested state and national medical societies toward the goal of offering the members insurance products that do not discriminate against members with mental illness.

Strategic Plan Component 3.3: Implement AMA policy through outreach to the public sector (legislatures, government agencies, and courts).

Fiscal Note:  $420,000 in lost revenue
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