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SUMMARY


As I understand it, a number of proposals have been put forth that are designed to provide health insurance for people without insurance (and those likely to lose insurance such as the unemployed) who do not qualify for Medicaid.  Many of these proposals involve providing tax credits to people so that they can purchase insurance.  But these tax credit proposals differ considerably in the amount of the credit, when the money would be made available (at tax time or in advance), and who would be eligible for the credit.  In addition, some proposals are intended to take employers out of providing health insurance.  The opportunity to do something to expand coverage has been made possible by the budget surplus.

