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SUMMARY

As I understand it, this issue is about two related concepts: first, the criteria used to determine whether or not Medicare covers a given medical device (i.e. durable medical equipment); and second, the process used to make these decisions (i.e., who gets to be a decision maker, where the information comes from, etc.).  The debate regarding the process and criteria is occurring in both HCFA (who issues regulations governing Medicare) and in Congress (which has oversight of HCFA).  Device coverage is only a small part of the larger issue regarding the process and criteria for determining coverage of devices, drugs, etc.  For the device manufacturers, device coverage is key.  However, for organizations like the AMA, the broader debate is coverage policies generally.  This issue should remain focused on devices because the device manufacturers defined the issue in this way.  However, some of the keywords are broader to insure that we locate information about the criteria and process.

