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PARTICIPANTS

Organizations:

· American Water Works Association

· Arch Chemicals, Inc.

· Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies

· Association of State Drinking Water Regulators

· Campaign for Safe and Affordable Drinking Water (National Resources Defense Council is the chair of this coalition which is comprised of about 300 public health, environmental, medical, and other organizations)

· Chlorine Chemistry Council

· Clean Water Action

· Conservation Law Foundation

· Consumer’s Action Group 

· Environmental Council of the States

· International Ozone Association

· National Association of People with AIDS

· National Association of Utility Commissioners

· National Environmental Health Association

· National League of Cities 

· National Rural Water Association

· Natural Resources Defense Council

· Physicians for Social Responsibility

· Water and Wastewater Equipment Manufacturers Association

Agencies:

· Federal Advisory Committee in the EPA on the Stage II disinfectant byproduct rule; Abby Arnold of RESOLVE is the facilitator/mediator hired by the EPA to mediate the regulatory negotiation (reg neg)

· Ephraim King, Acting Director, Standards and Risk Management Division, Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water

Members of Congress:

· Rep. Bliley (R-VA) – filed an amicus brief on behalf of the chlorine industry in the federal court case

VENUES

· Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Standards and Risk Management Division, Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water

· Federal court:  the chlorine industry sued the EPA in 1998 over the goal of reducing by-products to zero (the litigation is underway)

SUMMARY

As I understand it, this issue is about what standards will be included in the Stage II Surface Water Treatment Rules.  Chlorine is used to make drinking water safe, but byproducts result which have been alleged to cause cancer and miscarriages.  Stage I rules (enacted in 1998) for the amount of byproducts allowed in drinking water (normally conveyed as parts per billion) lowered some standards and created new ones (mainly concerning chlorite and bromade levels-both are harmful byproducts of chlorine).  The EPA created a Federal Advisory Commission to help come up with the Stage I rules because of the unavailability of data to determine new standards.  Stage II calls for even further reductions of byproduct levels.  Among the main concerns about reducing the chlorine byproducts is an increased risk of bacteria in drinking water.  Participants in the regulatory negotiation disagree about exactly what trade-offs should be made between the risks of byproducts and the risks of bacteria and how best to make that trade-off.  Cost is also an issue because many smaller utilities providers will not be able to lower byproduct levels if the EPA lowers standards once again.  Participants also do not agree about the data that should be used to assess the prevalence of byproducts.

