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Agencies:

· Department of Interior (especially the Office of the Solicitor and the Bureau of Land Management)

Congress:

· House Appropriations Committee
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SUMMARY

As I understand it, this issue is about whether millsite claims at mine sites will be limited.  The Solicitor of the Department of the Interior during the Clinton administration issued an opinion on November 7, 1997 (entitled "Limitations on Patenting Millsites Under the Mining Law of 1872") that said that the Mining Law of 1872 should be interpreted to say that the number of millsites should be limited to one per mine site (the mine site is where the mining happens, the millsite is where stuff on the site is stored and moved to).  The mining industry opposed this opinion and says millsites should not be limited.   Environmental groups disagree (they argue that dumping of waste occurs at the sites).  In any case there were efforts both to overturn and to enforce the Solictor’s opinion in riders to the Interior appropriations’ bills for fiscal 2000.

