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SUMMARY

As I understand it, the issue of privacy protections for personal and medical information takes up questions about how insurance companies, banks, and other private entities handle and share personal information (social security numbers, names, etc.) and medical information (e.g., medical history, insurance claims, etc.) as part of performing services for consumers and marketing to consumers.  Separate sets of proposals have been considered to affect how this information is handled by financial services organizations and health-related organizations.  The central issues in both cases are how much information various entities can share, with whom they can share, how much control consumers will have over these decisions, and how much access individuals have to the information that is collected about them.  
