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SUMMARY

As I understand it, this issue is about whether or not to allow the Regional Bell Operating Companies (RBOCs), or Baby Bells, into the long distance and information technology markets. The large telecommunications companies argue that the Bells are trying to bend the rules of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and want to ignore the 14-point checklist of steps Congress mandated they must take before they are allowed into these markets. One such step is to open their local monopolies up to greater competition, which would allow the large telecomm companies access to these regions. The Bells however argue that by denying them access to the information technology market, the Act is preventing greater competition from developing.

