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ALTS APPLAUDS CHAIRMAN BLILEY AND CONGRESSMAN MARKEY FOR UPHOLDING THE PRO-COMPETITIVE PROVISIONS OF THE 1996 TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT

Hearing Demonstrates That Internet Backbone Points of Presence and DSL

 Are being Deployed Nationwide


WASHINGTON, DC, MAY 25, 2000 – At a hearing today before the House Subcommittee on Telecommunications, Trade, and Consumer Protection, a bi-partisan group of the Subcommittee Members cautioned against altering the Telecommunications Act of 1996.  This was the second hearing by the subcommittee to oversee the deployment of broadband services.

In his opening statement, Chairman of the Committee Tom Bliley (R.-VA) noted that Congress should not attempt to pick winners and losers.  He reiterated that Congressional action to solve a “problem that does not exist” could “bring broadband deployment to its knees.”  In addition, Congressman Ed Markey (D- MA), emphasized that the 1996 Act has been successful in opening the local telecommunications market to competition for both voice and data services.  He noted, for instance, that 95% of consumers live within 50 miles of a high-speed Internet point of presence.

“The best step Congress can take to promote the deployment of broadband services is to enforce the 1996 Act, not to amend it,” said John D. Windhausen, Jr., President of ALTS.  In his testimony before the House panel, Windhausen noted that three competitive companies alone already provide competitive broadband services to over 50% of the nation’s households, and that several more DSL companies are entering smaller markets of under 10,000 persons in the very near future.  “H.R. 2420, the Tauzin-Dingell bill, would greatly hinder the deployment of broadband services to residential consumers by eliminating line sharing,” he said.  

ALTS is the leading national industry association whose mission is to promote facilities-based local telecommunications competition. Created in 1987, ALTS has offices in Washington, D.C. and Irvine, California and now represents more than 200 companies that build, own, and operate competitive local networks.  For more information on ALTS, contact Crawford Public Relations at 703-318-5460 or visit the ALTS Web site at www.alts.org.
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