FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Januarius Asongu

Crawford Public Relations

703-318-5461

jjasongu@aol.com

ALTS PRAISES COLORADO SENATE FOR VOTING DOWN SB 25

Bill Would Have Relieved Incumbent Phone Companies of Competitive Obligations Under State and Federal Laws and Regulations

DENVER, FEBRUARY 7, 2000 – The Association for Local Telecommunications Services (ALTS) today praised the Colorado Senate for voting in favor of consumers and against Colorado Senate Bill 00-025 (“SB 25”).  If passed, the Bill would have benefited only U S WEST by relieving them of their competitive obligations under state and federal laws and regulations.

“ALTS congratulates the Colorado Senate for its pro-consumer, pro-competition position in defeating SB 25,” said John D. Windhausen, Jr., President of ALTS, the leading national trade association representing facilities-based competitive local exchange carriers.  “As we prepare to celebrate four years of progress under the 1996 Federal Telecommunications Act, Colorado’s actions send a strong signal that the spirit of competition is alive and well in the state.” 

SB 25 would have destroyed the pro-competitive aspects of the 1996 Act by deregulating all telephone services – except first line basic local exchange service – without first ensuring that competition exists in those deregulated services markets.  The Bill, which would have given U S WEST an incentive to drag its feet in complying with state and federal laws and regulations, was soundly defeated by the Colorado Senate.  

“We are very pleased by the Colorado Senate’s actions today,” said Kim Kirby, ALTS Vice President of State Regulatory Affairs.  “This is a solid vote for competition.”

ALT is the leading national industry association whose mission is to promote facilities-based local telecommunications competition. Created in 1987, ALTS has offices in Washington, D.C. and Irvine, California and now represents almost 200 companies that build, own, and operate competitive local networks. For more information on ALTS, contact Crawford Public Relations at 703-318-5461 or visit the ALTS Web site at www.alts.org.
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