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ALTS’ COMMENTS ON FCC’S SECTION 706 NOTICE OF INQUIRY 

SHOW THRIVING MARKET FOR COMPETITIVE DATA SERVICES

 Competitive Benefits Reaching All Americans, But FCC Should Continue Emphasis On Eliminating Barriers to Competition

WASHINGTON, D.C., MARCH 20, 2000 – In comments to the Federal Communications Commission today, the Association for Local Telecommunications Services (ALTS) reported that the market for advanced data services is thriving thanks to the efforts of competitive local exchange carriers (CLECs).

ALTS, the leading national association representing facilities-based CLECs, filed its comments in response to the FCC’s Notice of Inquiry on Section 706 of the Telecommunications Act, which calls on the Commission to investigate and report on the state of advanced data services.  In its filing, ALTS drew on industry statistics gathered for its “ALTS State of Competition Report” created in February 2000.

“While there are still strides to be made to fully open the local markets to competition, CLECs have captured 5-7% of the market share for local services, demonstrating the market-opening provisions of the Telecommunications Act,” said John D. Windhausen, Jr., President of ALTS.  “Further, nearly half the country now has access to Digital Subscriber Line broadband services, with over 500,000 DSL lines now in service.”

“The rapid growth of competitive data services shows that the Act is working to deliver new broadband options to consumers,” said ALTS’ Windhausen.  “As additional barriers to entry are eliminated, the benefits of competition will spread even more rapidly.”


“The most effective way for the Commission to encourage further deployment of advanced telecommunications capabilities is to continue to develop pro-competitive policies, and to ensure that all incumbents comply with the market-opening provisions of the Act,” said Jonathan Askin, General Counsel of ALTS.  
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According to ALTS, every state in the nation now benefits from the entry of at least one competitor into the local telecommunications market.  This includes some of the most rural states, such as Alaska, Montana and West Virginia.  The “average” state already has 21 to 30 CLECs in operation, a strong sign that competitors intend to offer competitive service in urban, suburban and rural areas of the country.  

ALTS is the leading national industry association whose mission is to promote facilities-based local telecommunications competition.  Created in 1987, ALTS has offices in Washington, D.C. and Irvine, California and now represents more than 200 companies that build, own, and operate competitive local networks.  For more information on ALTS, contact Crawford Public Relations at 703-318-5460 or visit www.alts.org.
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