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ALTS CELEBRATES EFFECTIVE DATE OF FCC’S UNE REMAND ORDER

WASHINGTON, D.C., FEBRUARY 16, 2000 – The Association for Local Telecommunications Services (ALTS) today heralded a new era in local telecom competition on the eve of the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC’s) UNE Remand Order taking effect.  Incumbent local exchange carriers (ILECs) must comply with the Order tomorrow, February 17.

Under the rules, the Commission established a minimum set of network elements that incumbent local exchange carriers (ILECs) must unbundle and provide to competitive local exchange carriers (CLECs) on a nationwide basis.  The decision assures that CLECs have access to the network elements they need to provide competitive services that offer consumers choice.

“This is a ‘red letter day’ for competition and consumers, provided that the incumbent local exchange carriers (ILECs) are in full compliance with the FCC’s UNE Remand Order,” said John D. Windhausen, Jr., President of ALTS. “The FCC’s rules should launch competitors into new markets and expand the roll-out of many new competitive technologies and services for consumers.” 

“A minimum set of national uniform unbundling standards remains essential to the development of local competition,” said Jonathan Askin, ALTS General Counsel. “The CLECs’ right to access UNEs is one of the bedrock principles of our national pro-competitive telecommunications policy, and the law could not be clearer on this issue.”

ALTS is the leading national industry association whose mission is to promote facilities-based local telecommunications competition. Created in 1987, ALTS has offices in Washington, D.C. and Irvine, California and now represents almost 200 companies that build, own, and operate competitive local networks. For more information on ALTS, contact Crawford Public Relations at 703-318-5460 or visit the ALTS Web site at www.alts.org.
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