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ALTS FINDS SOUTHWESTERN BELL HAS NOT ADEQUATELY OPENED TEXAS’ MARKET TO LOCAL COMPETITION

ALTS, CLEC Coalition Say Southwestern Bell Came Close, But Did Not Meet the

 14-Point Competitive Checklist Requirement

WASHINGTON, D.C., FEBRUARY 22, 2000 – The Association for Local Telecommunications Services (ALTS) and the CLEC Coalition today filed comments with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) recommending against approval of Southwestern Bell Telephone’s (SWBT) application to provide long distance in Texas.

In joint comments to the FCC, ALTS and the CLEC Coalition praised the Department of Justice (DOJ) for opposing SWBT’s 271 application, and called on the FCC to ensure that all 14 points on the Telecom Act’s Competitive Checklist are met.  The members of the CLEC Coalition are Birch Telecom, Inc., ICG Communications, Inc., NEXTLINK Texas, Inc., and Time Warner Telecom, L.P.  

 “Thanks to the commitment of the Public Utility Commission of Texas (TPUC) and the significant efforts of many CLECs in Texas, it is undeniable that the local exchange market in Texas is considerably more open than it was two years ago,” said John D. Windhausen, Jr., President of ALTS, the leading national trade association representing facilities-based competitive local exchange carriers (CLECs).   “However, SWBT’s network and operational support systems (OSS) are still incapable of supporting any significant level of competition.”  

“SWBT did not fully meet the 14-point checklist before filing its application for in-region, interLATA authority,” said Kim Kirby, ALTS’s Vice President of State Affairs.  “In certain critical areas it appears that SWBT’s OSS is not even designed to provide CLECs with the same level of performance as SWBT provides to its retail divisions.” 

ALTS said independent tests by Telcordia found that SWBT’s OSS frequently results in extremely high levels of manual processing and order rejections, causing significant delays in implementing CLEC orders.
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 “SWBT has made strides in Texas, but is still far from crossing the finish line,” said Jonathan Askin, ALTS’ General Counsel.  “Before SWBT is granted 271 relief, the FCC must ensure that SWBT’s performance data is being correctly captured and reported, and that unbundled local loops are being provided to CLECs in a timely and accurate way.”

ALTS is the leading national industry association whose mission is to promote facilities-based local telecommunications competition. Created in 1987, ALTS has offices in Washington, D.C. and Irvine, California and now represents almost 200 companies that build, own, and operate competitive local networks. For more information on ALTS, contact Crawford Public Relations at 703-318-5460 or visit the ALTS Web site at www.alts.org.
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