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ALTS OPPOSES SOUTHWESTERN BELL’S APPLICATION

TO OFFER LONG DISTANCE IN TEXAS
WASHINGTON, D.C., FEBRUARY 1, 2000 – The Association for Local Telecommunications Services (ALTS) today said it opposes Southwestern Bell Telephones’ (SWBT’s) application to enter the long distance market in Texas.  SWBT has not opened its local markets to competition and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) will be doing a disservice to consumers by granting SWBT permission to offer long distance.  

“There are still serious concerns that compel us to oppose SWBT’s application,” said John D. Windhausen, Jr., President of ALTS, the leading national trade association representing facilities-based competitive local exchange carriers.  “The company has not sufficiently opened its market to local competitors.” 

“Evidence indicates that SWBT has failed to comply with many of the items on the FCC’s checklist,” said Kim Kirby, ALTS’ Vice President of State Affairs.  “SWBT performed poorly in the Texas OSS (operations support system) testing.  It has also failed to provide unbundled network elements (UNEs) in a timely way, particularly its obligation to deliver nondiscriminatory access to loops capable of supporting advanced services.  It has been noted that there are service outages, blocked calls, and a troubling prevalence of manual handling of service orders.”  

“SWBT has failed to perform on these critical issues and is relying upon promises of future compliance and has not implemented solutions to existing provisioning problems,” said Jonathan Askin, ALTS’ General Counsel.  “It has not met the 14-point competition checklist in Section 271 of the Federal Telecommunications Act.  Until it appropriately addresses these serious concerns and there is an opportunity to test these ‘fixes,’ it would be a mistake for the FCC to approve SWBT’s 271 application.”

ALTS is the leading national industry association whose mission is to promote facilities-based local telecommunications competition. Created in 1987, ALTS has offices in Washington, D.C. and Irvine, California and now represents almost 200 companies that build, own, and operate competitive local networks. For more information on ALTS, contact Crawford Public Relations at 703-318-5461 or visit the ALTS Web site at www.alts.org.
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