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ALTS AND TEXAS CLEC COALITION OPPOSE SOUTHWESTERN BELL’S

REVISED APPLICATION TO OFFER LONG DISTANCE IN TEXAS

 Failure to Resolve OSS Problems, Limited Access to Loops, and Impediments to CLEC Deployment of DSL Make Revised Application Still Inadequate 
WASHINGTON, D.C., APRIL 26, 2000 – The Association for Local Telecommunications Services (ALTS) and a coalition of CLECs doing business in Texas today said Southwestern Bell Telephone’s (SWBT’s) revised application to enter the long distance market in Texas remains inadequate and should be rejected by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).

In initial joint comments to the FCC, ALTS, the leading national trade association representing facilities-based competitive local exchange carriers (CLECs), and a Texas-based coalition of CLECs urged the FCC to reject SWBT’s “refreshed” application until it fully complies with the Telecommunications Act’s competition checklist. 

“SWBT has presented a candy-coated apple to the FCC, but this apple has the same problems as the first – it’s still full of worms,” said John D. Windhausen, Jr., President of ALTS.  “Approving SWBT’s application would be a disservice to both consumers and local competitors.” 

“The revised application does not provide evidence that SWBT has complied with many of the items on the checklist,” said Jonathan Askin, ALTS’ General Counsel.  “The revised 271 filing reveals a general disregard for the FCC, the Department of Justice (DOJ) and CLECs’ expressed concerns with the initial 271 filing by SWBT.  SWBT continues to provide faulty and unworkable operations support systems (OSS); fails to provide unbundled network elements (UNEs) in a timely way; continues to limit access to loops capable of supporting advanced services; and persistently impedes CLEC attempts to deploy DSL.  SWBT has given short shrift to the FCC, DOJ and CLEC concerns that SWBT fix existing problems before reseeking 271 approval.  The result is that SWBT is, once again, wasting valuable FCC time and resources on an inadequate, premature filing.”  

Texas-based local competitors including ICG Communications and NEXTLINK Texas, both members of the CLEC Coalition, have joined ALTS in reiterating that SWBT has failed to meet the 14-point competition checklist in Section 271 of the Act.
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ALTS is the leading national industry association whose mission is to promote facilities-based local telecommunications competition. Created in 1987, ALTS has offices in Washington, D.C. and Irvine, California and now represents more than 200 companies that build, own, and operate competitive local networks. For more information on ALTS, contact Crawford Public Relations at 703-318-5461 or visit the ALTS Web site at www.alts.org.
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