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ALTS PRAISES SENATE BILL PROPOSING INCENTIVES FOR BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT TO UNDERSERVED AREAS

ALTS and Bell Atlantic Share Belief That Bill Would Encourage Broadband Rollout

WASHINGTON, DC, JUNE 12, 2000 – The Association for Local Telecommunications Services (ALTS), the leading organization representing facilities-based competitive local exchange carriers (CLECs), today praised Senate Bill 2698 intended to create financial incentives for telecommunications companies to offer high-speed Internet broadband services.  In separate letters to Senators Daniel Patrick Moynihan and John Kerry, ALTS said the legislation which they introduced would help companies expand their businesses into rural and urban communities and provide incentives to offer broadband service at even higher speeds. 

“Both consumers and phone companies would benefit from this legislation,” said John D. Windhausen, Jr., President of ALTS.  “ALTS joins with Bell Atlantic in affirming that the bill would provide significant financial incentives to competitive companies to roll out high speed broadband services to every consumer who wants to receive the service.”

Senate Bill 2698 would amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incentives to ensure that all Americans gain from timely and equitable access to the Internet over broadband capability.  According to ALTS, while competitors have made enormous progress in rolling out advanced telecommunications services to consumers across the country, many markets remain uneconomic to serve.  

“We have seen that the best way to encourage deployment of advanced broadband technologies is to encourage competition for local telecommunications services,” said Windhausen.  “This legislation is a realistic effort to close the ‘digital divide’ between rural and urban communities and to ensure that all Americans have the fastest and best telecommunications service in the world.”  

ALTS is the leading national industry association whose mission is to promote facilities-based local telecommunications competition. Created in 1987, ALTS has offices in Washington, D.C. and Irvine, California and now represents more than 200 companies that build, own, and operate competitive local networks.  For more information on ALTS, contact Crawford Public Relations at 703-318-5460 or visit the ALTS Web site at www.alts.org.
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