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ALTS CITES SOUTHWESTERN BELL’S PLEA FOR EXTENDED REVIEW PERIOD AS PROOF TEXAS LONG DISTANCE PETITION IS PREMATURE

Southwestern Bell Must Continue its Efforts to Completely Open 

The Texas Market to Local Telecom Competition

WASHINGTON, D.C., APRIL 4, 2000 – The Association for Local Telecommunications Services (ALTS) today called Southwestern Bell Telephones’ (SWBT’s) request for additional review time of its Texas long distance petition “proof positive” that the incumbent’s petition is premature. 

 “Asking the Federal Communications Commission for an additional 90 days is tantamount to acknowledging that local telecom markets in Texas are not yet open,” said John D. Windhausen, Jr., President of ALTS, the leading national trade association representing facilities-based CLECs.  “But we doubt that even 90 days will make a difference.  There are still serious concerns about SWBT’s discriminatory activities against CLEC customers in Texas, and they have a long way to go before they meet the marketing opening requirements of the Telecommunications Act.”

Southwestern Bell Telephone last week asked the FCC to extend the review period on the incumbents Section 271 petition to offer long distance service in Texas, I order to file additional documentation on the state of local competition in that state.  However, the Department of Justice has recommended the rejection of SWBT’s application, echoing the views of ALTS that local competition is not yet irreversibly in place in Texas.  Under Section 271 of the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, the FCC could only approve the application after assurance that the company had completely opened its local market to competition. 

 “ALTS has consistently called on the FCC to reject SWBT’s application because the company has failed to comply with many of the items on the FCC’s checklist,” said Kim Kirby, ALTS’ Vice President of State Affairs.  “SWBT performed poorly in the Texas OSS (operations support system) testing.  It has also failed to provide unbundled network elements (UNEs) in a timely way, particularly its obligation to deliver nondiscriminatory access to loops capable of supporting advanced services.  It has been noted that there are service outages, blocked calls, and a troubling prevalence of manual handling of service orders.  In ALTS’ view, these failings are ‘proof positive’ that the Texas local market is not yet open.”  
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“SWBT has performed poorly on these critical issues and should now concentrate on meeting the 14-point competition checklist in Section 271 of the Telecom Act,” said Jonathan Askin, ALTS’ General Counsel.  “We hope that the company will appropriately address these serious concerns when it files new ‘evidence’ supporting its ill-conceived, premature bid to offer long distance service in Texas.”

ALTS is the leading national industry association whose mission is to promote facilities-based local telecommunications competition.  Created in 1987, ALTS has offices in Washington, D.C. and Irvine, California and now represents more than 200 companies that build, own, and operate competitive local networks.  For more information on ALTS, contact Crawford Public Relations at 703-318-5460 or visit the Web site at www.alts.org.
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