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ALTS CALLS ON CONGRESS TO REJECT REVISED

GOODLATTE-BOUCHER BILL ON BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT

 Bill Would Harm Consumers, Discourage Competition,

Slow Technological Innovations, Create Uncertainty in Financial Markets,

Jeopardize Ability to Raise Capital and Slow Down Broadband Deployment

WASHINGTON, D.C., MAY 8, 2000 – The Association for Local Telecommunications Services (ALTS), the leading national trade association representing facilities-based competitive local exchange carriers (CLECs), today criticized the revised Goodlatte-Boucher Bill saying it does nothing to further broadband deployment as claimed. 

According to ALTS, the proposed revisions by Reps. Goodlatte and Boucher to their broadband bill, H.R.1686, would harm consumers, discourage competition, slow technological innovations, create uncertainty in financial markets, jeopardize ability to raise capital and slow down broadband deployment.

“The Goodlatte-Boucher Bill attempts to turn the clock backward, and we urge the House Judiciary Committee to reject it,” said John D. Windhausen, Jr., President of ALTS.  “The Goodlatte-Boucher Bill not only fails to further broadband deployment, but would also repeal several portions of the Telecom Act of 1996 that are key to ensuring viable, open data telecommunications markets.”

ALTS said it was specifically concerned with the following aspects of the bill:

· HR 1686 repeals requirements that the incumbent telephone company interconnect with other competitive broadband carriers.  Competitive carriers need to interconnect with the telephone company network in order to complete data communications and to connect with Internet providers.  Eliminating these requirements seriously jeopardizes broadband competition and choice for residential customers.

· HR 1686 repeals the unbundling and resale requirements for facilities used for broadband services.  This inhibits competitors from accessing key network bottlenecks and prevents them from adequately serving customers.

(
By immediately permitting the RBOCs to offer InterLATA data communications services, HR 1686 repeals the key incentive for RBOC compliance with the Telecommunication Act’s market opening provisions.
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“Instead of encouraging broadband deployment and interLATA data relief as it claims, the legislation concentrates on exempting the RBOCs from the market-opening provisions of the Act,” said Hollye C. Doane, Director of Congressional Affairs of ALTS.  “The relief provided for in this bill is already available to the RBOCs as soon as they open their local markets to competition.”

ALTS is the leading national industry association whose mission is to promote facilities-based local telecommunications competition.  Created in 1987, ALTS has offices in Washington, D.C. and Irvine, California and now represents more than 200 companies that build, own, and operate competitive local networks.  For more information on ALTS, contact Crawford Public Relations at 703-318-5460 or visit the ALTS Web site at www.alts.org.
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