Contact: Jim Crawford 

Crawford Public Relations

703-318-5460

jcrawford@crawfordpr.com

ALTS PRAISES ADMINISTRATION REPORT DOCUMENTING COMPETITIVE ROLL-OUT OF ADVANCED SERVICES IN RURAL AREAS

Report Notes that Provisioning of DSL Offers “Greatest Promise” for Rural Areas

WASHINGTON, D.C., APRIL 26, 2000 – The Association for Local Telecommunications Services (ALTS), the leading national trade association representing facilities-based competitive local exchange carriers (CLECs), today praised an Administration report documenting the deployment of advanced telecommunications services in rural areas.  

In the report, entitled Advanced Telecommunications in Rural America: The Challenge of Bringing Broadband Service to All America, the Department of Commerce and the Rural Utility Service found that advanced services are being deployed more quickly in urban areas than in rural areas.  But the report also noted that a variety of technologies, including Digital Subscriber Line (DSL) technologies, are beginning to be deployed in rural areas.  


“This report provides a fair and factual analysis of the deployment of broadband services across the country,” said John D. Windhausen, Jr., President of ALTS.  “The report confirms what ALTS has often stated, that the primary impediment to the broadband services is ‘last mile’ connectivity.  It is significant that the word ‘interLATA’ does not appear once in this document.  This report should put to rest many of the misleading arguments by the RBOCs that interLATA relief is necessary to promote rural broadband services.” 

The report squarely refutes the arguments of iAdvance that a shortage of backbone technologies is delaying the deployment of broadband services in rural areas.  The report notes that “access to the backbone is generally not a significant problem in rural areas.”  

According to the report, cable modems and DSL technologies are the leading technologies used to provide broadband services today.  The report accurately states that the primary impediments to broadband roll-out in rural areas have to do with technology (long loops), economics (the high equipment costs of serving sparsely populated regions), universal service (which must be made available on a competitively neutral basis to all providers), and the opening of the local markets to competition.
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“The report correctly notes that DSL services offer ‘greater promise’ for broadband access in rural areas than any other technology,” said Windhausen.  “My only disappointment is that it did not present a better picture of CLECs’ plans for future deployment of DSL in rural areas. While the Report acknowledges the efforts of NewEdgeNetworks, it failed to include information from KMC Telecom, Digital Broadband Communications, BlueStar, DSLnet, Trivergent, and many other CLECs that are poised to deploy advanced services to third and fourth tier markets this year.”  

ALTS is the leading national industry association whose mission is to promote facilities-based local telecommunications competition. Created in 1987, ALTS has offices in Washington, D.C. and Irvine, California and now represents more than 200 companies that build, own, and operate competitive local networks. For more information on ALTS, contact Crawford Public Relations at 703-318-5460 or visit the ALTS Web site at www.alts.org.
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