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SUMMARY

As I understand it, this issue deals with the protection of the intellectual property rights of pharmaceutical companies.  Right now the people inflicted with AIDS in Africa do not have enough money to purchase the expensive drugs needed to fight AIDS-related diseases.  Compulsory licensing allows for local companies to produce these pharmaceuticals generically and sell them for only a fraction of the cost.  Pharmaceutical companies claim that compulsory licensing violates their intellectual property rights as defined by TRIPS.  This issue is also closely related with the tax credit for the research and development of an AIDS vaccine.  Legislators in Congress are proposing bills to create a tax credit that will provide pharmaceutical companies with incentive to keep looking for a cure to the HIV virus.

