Advocate Summary

Issue: Distribution of Low Power FM Radio Licenses
Advocate: National Council of Evangelicals

Date of Interview: August 17, 2000 (Conducted over the phone by Jeff Berry)
NOTE: I was having trouble finding an interviewee on the religious side of the religious broadcasters and FCC issue and I took a chance on this group because I assumed they were involved. As it turned out, they weren’t. I interviewed him anyway thinking that I would learn something about the groups working on the religious right/broadcasting area. The interview is revealing on that score. We talked about the issue that he was working on: licenses for low-powered FM stations. The information relevant to the other issue [tv licenses for religious broadcasters at educational station rates] is in the discussion of the National Religious Broadcasters.

Basic Background

· “What Kennard [FCC chair] has is a vision for alternative broadcasting. One of the mechanisms for this is granting licenses for low-power FM broadcasters. Now the NAB—the National Association of Broadcasters, the big boys—oppose it. They started lobbying against it. They went to the Hill and said don’t grant these licenses. It became an issue and I talked to a reporter [from the NY Times I believe because I saw him quoted there] and told him, “Money talks.” The NAB is giving to Republicans. And they successfully lobbied on the House side. The House [in the legislation] cut the number of these licenses down to 200. From what? 600-800. The issue percolated with the New York Times story when someone with an interest leaked to them. Up in the Senate, they’ll have to decide now. McCain [committee chair] would allow these licenses provided established broadcasters have the right to sue if their signal is interfered with. Judd Gregg has an amendment that would cut them entirely.”

· “The National Religious Broadcasters say that there is an interference issue and that we have enough religious broadcasters already. Imagine if they said when new churches come to town that there are already enough churches! The NRB is only worried about the sheep stealers. They’re really worried that these new licenses would interfere with their own base. I’ve talked to Mike Glenn, they’re VP, not ________, their president. I just don’t buy their argument that more is less. With the mergers and acquisitions in media, the movement is toward centralization of power in the hands of large broadcasters. So that’s how I became involved in the issue.”

· Who are your interest group allies? “Well, the people who leaked the story to the Times. I don’t know who they are. 800 applications are in. [Not sure I understand this, legislation still seems pending but presumably the legislation is a response to regulations that have been issued.] In the end, some of our folks may not get them anyway.”

Prior Activity on the Issue 

None mentioned.

Advocacy Activities Undertaken

See Future Activities Planned.

Future Advocacy Activities Planned

· “They’re not supposed to be doing anything on this during the recess [so he hasn’t been doing much].  But I’ll be going up to the Hill to talk to McCain’s staff.”
Key Congressional Contact(s)/Champions

None mentioned.

Targets of Direct Lobbying

· Staff of Senator John McCain (R-AZ)

Targets of Grassroots Lobbying

None mentioned.

Coalition Partners: Names/Participants

None.

Other Participants in the Issue Debate

· Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

· National Association of Broadcasters (NAB)

· National Religious Broadcasters

· Senator John McCain (R-AZ)

· Senator Judd Gregg (R-NH)
Ubiquitous Argument(s) and Evidence

· “I’d say, look at the big picture. Look through our eyes. Gerry Levin of Time Warner is saying ‘we’re bigger than the government. We’re king of the hill.’ Talk about power tripping! So I’ll say to Congress, look out for the little guy. So [I’ll lobby] as long as they don’t quote me back to NRB.”
· “[Another thing] is that Kennard started to meet with liberal groups and this put the NRB’s nose out of joint. So they asked to meet with him. But [I say], if it really isn’t interference, why not?”
· “We’re not asking for preferences. We’re asking for equal rights. It’s like with charitable choice from the welfare reform bill.”

Secondary Argument(s) and Evidence

None

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence

None

Nature of the Opposition

· What makes this [delicate] is that the NRB is an affiliate of the NAE [his group]. They’re our affiliate [but much larger]. They don’t want me on a different page [position-wise as the NRB is opposed to granting the low power licenses]. Moreover, I don’t have authorization from the NAE to lobby on this. But I put a story in our newsletter and the response we got was ‘how do we apply?’ [for these new licenses].”
Ubiquitous Argument(s) and Evidence Articulated by the Opposition 

· “The National Religious Broadcasters say that there is an interference issue and that we have enough religious broadcasters already.”

Secondary Argument(s) and Evidence Articulated by the Opposition

None

Targeted Argument(s) and Evidence Articulated by the Opposition (and Targets)

None

Described as a Partisan Issue

No.

Venue(s) of Activity

· House

· Senate

· FCC

Action Pending or Taken by Relevant Decision Makers

· “The House [in the legislation] cut the number of these licenses down to 200. From what? 600-800. The issue percolated with the New York Times story when someone with an interest leaked to them. Up in the Senate, they’ll have to decide now. McCain [committee chair] would allow these licenses provided established broadcasters have the right to sue if their signal is interfered with. Judd Gregg has an amendment that would cut them entirely.”

Policy Objective(s) and Support for/Opposition to the Status Quo

· They support the granting of low power licenses.

Advocate’s Experience: Tenure in Current Job/Previous Experience

· “I was going to college in Spokane in the 1970s and I was headed toward law school. I became a believer in my senior year ad I got a grant to go to Georgetown so I did that. Then I got a grant to go to Taiwan and I did some work at the University of Washington as I was interested in China. I had lunch with Norman Vincent Peale who told me to go into the ministry. So after seminary school I came here in 1980. I’ve been here 20 years and was just made director of the Washington office.”

Reliance on Research: In-House/External 

· “I can probably cite illustrations to fit anyone of those categories [mentioned in the question]. Increasingly as religious institutions intersect with government, we’re going to have to have research to show how [our programs like the ones providing services in the welfare area] are working.”
Number of Individuals Involved in Advocacy 

· “I have five people who work in this office—we’re small. There are another 3 or 4 who work with World Relief here, which is in our office. I’m increasingly hiring consultants [to work with me on issues] instead of hiring full-time staff.”

Units in Organization Involved in Public Affairs/Policy 

Not obtained.

Type of Membership: None, Institutions, Individuals, Both 

· “51 denominations. They encompass 43,000 churches. And those churches have 10 million members. So the denominations are the members? They are but we have churches that are members too. About one-third of our budget comes from the denominations. The other two-thirds comes individuals and churches.”
· “We just changed our by-laws allowing members of the National of Council of Churches to become members if they agree with our statement of faith. We’re trying to become more inclusionary.”
Membership Size 

Not entirely clear from the responses above.

Organizational Age 

· Founded in 1942
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