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Family-Owned Community Newspapers Applaud House Action on Death Tax

Arlington, VA -- Family-owned community newspapers around the country applauded the June 9 passage of the Death Tax Elimination Act (H.R. 8) by the U.S. House of Representatives.  Approved by a vote of 279 to 136, this bill would repeal the estate tax over 10 years, and reduce the fears of family-owned newspapers that they would have to sell the paper to pay federal estate taxes.  The Senate has yet to take action.

The National Newspaper Association praised the House's passage of H.R. 8. “Although it is premature to report the death of the estate tax, the House action is an important move in that direction.  An estate tax levied on family-run businesses like community newspapers belongs in the morgue,” said Kenneth B. Allen, NNA Executive Vice President and CEO.

Dan Phillips, NNA President and Assistant Publisher of the Oxford (MS) Eagle, added, "There's nothing more devastating to a small town or rural community than when the newspaper that has been covering local news for several generations goes under or is sold to owners who are not part of the community.  That's what the death tax has been doing to our family-owned papers."

"We are thrilled that the House passed H.R. 8.  We look forward to the day when family-owned papers can focus on providing news, information, and jobs to the local community without having to constantly worry about how they're going to pay the death tax,” said Phillips.

Both Republicans and Democrats voted for H.R. 8.  A timetable for Senate action is unclear.  President Clinton has previously threatened to veto any bill to eliminate the estate tax.  However, he has recently indicated that the Administration may be willing to compromise.


Established in 1885, the National Newspaper Association is the voice of America’s community newspapers and the largest newspaper association in the country.  The nation’s community newspapers inform, educate and entertain 150 million readers every week.
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