Advocate Summary

Issue:  Defense line item

Advocate:  Ayalal Frank in Rep. James Maloney’s (D-CT) office

Date of Interview: June 1, 2000

Basic Background

Topic:  Retaining SH2G helicopters made by Kaman on Naval ships.  For details, see ADV4101 with Mike Viilo of Kaman.

Kaman is not even in Maloney’s district, but it is in Connecticut and Connecticut is a small state.

Frank was not in this office when the issue began, but knows that Kaman alerted the office to this issue, then Maloney’s office sent a letter to the Armed Services Appropriations Subcommittee staff asking for the language that Kaman wanted in the bill.

Frank noted that the greater the numbers of members that make a particular request, the greater the likelihood that the language would be added.  He also noted that if an issue is on the unfunded services priority list, but not included in the president’s budget, then the greater the chance that the committee will include language in the bill to that effect.  

Neither of these conditions was met in this case, but they still got the language.  He noted that the fact that no additional appropriations were involved helped this case.  Also, they did have two members, who were both on the committee (other was John Larson, D-CT), so that helps.

“If you get two committee members who make the same request, you have a better chance of success than if they were just two members who weren’t on the committee making the request.”

Prior Activity on the Issue 

See below.

Advocacy Activities Undertaken

Maloney’s office sent a letter to the Armed Services Appropriations Subcommittee staff asking for the language that Kaman wanted in the bill.

Then Frank followed up with the subcommittee staff.  He talked primarily to minority staff on the committee.  Not with majority staff – not because they wouldn’t listen, but because they wouldn’t go out of their way for him.  “You want to talk to who will best know and who will spend time with you.”  He met in person with them and talked over the phone.  

In this case it wasn’t necessary for the congressman to get involved.  He didn’t need to change things during markup or go to the minority staff director or meet with the ranking member on the committee.

Future Advocacy Activities Planned

The language is not in the Senate bill, so the bill will go to conference.  Maloney is going to try to get on the conference committee this year.  Then he can potentially work on that issue in conference.
Key Congressional Contact(s)/Champions

Maloney and Rep. John Larson, D-CT

Targets of Direct Lobbying

Subcommittee minority staff members (Dems)

Targets of Grassroots Lobbying

None.

Coalition Partners: Names/Participants

None.

Other Participants in the Issue Debate

None mentioned.

Ubiquitous Argument(s) and Evidence

1) This issue is very important to the congressman.

2) You shouldn’t separate a weapons system (helicopter and ship).

3) This is only for a couple of more years anyway, since the ship that the helicopter goes on will be decommissioned in 2003.

4) It doesn’t cost anything.

Secondary Argument(s) and Evidence

None mentioned.

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence

None mentioned.

Nature of the Opposition

Language is not in the Senate version of the bill.

Ubiquitous Argument(s) and Evidence Articulated by the Opposition 

None mentioned. 

Secondary Argument(s) and Evidence Articulated by the Opposition

None mentioned.

Targeted Argument(s) and Evidence Articulated by the Opposition (and Targets)

None mentioned. 

Described as a Partisan Issue

No.

Venue(s) of Activity

House Armed Services Committee and conference committee.

Action Pending or Taken by Relevant Decision Makers

Language inserted into House version of the Defense Bill.  Conference Committee version of the bill still pending at time of interview.

Policy Objective(s) and Support for/Opposition to the Status Quo

This is currently the status quo in reality (the helicopters are on the ships), but it is contrary to the Navy’s (DoD) budget as submitted to Congress.

Advocate’s Experience: Tenure in Current Job/Previous Experience

Frank has been the LA for military affairs in the office for two months.  Before that he worked in market research for a defense firm and was in congressional affairs for an embassy.  He has an MA in international affairs from American University.

Miscellaneous

He was very new on the job and didn’t know that much about the issue.  He knew the most important facts:  Letter was sent and contact made with subcommittee.  

