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SUMMARY


As I understand it, this issue demonstrates the complexity of trying to regulate prescription drugs over the internet.  A wide variety of problems have emerged as a result of the rapid growth of the industry.  By ordering prescription drugs over the internet often times there are ways to get around receiving a valid prescription from a doctor or receiving the drugs from an ethical pharmacist.  The internet makes it very difficult to trace the location of where the drugs where shipped from, hence, making it difficult to ensure the quality of operation.  Complicating the issue is the fact that there is no universal opinion of how to rectify the situation.  Many of the companies that provide the service are based in foreign lands (making it impossible to enforce our laws).  There is also debate on whether it is best for individual states formulate policy or if it should be made on the national level.

