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PARTICIPANTS

Organizations:

· American Civil Liberties Union

· Coalition for Criminal Justice Reform Working Group

· Leadership Conference on Civil Rights
· National Council of La Raza

· National Urban League
· Sentencing Project

· Soros Foundation / Open Society Institute

SUMMARY

This issue involves a wide range of racial disparities in the criminal justice system.  Latinos and African-Americans are statistically more likely to be charged with crimes and committed to longer sentences than the population at whole.  Civil rights groups argue that laws concerning drug policy, racial profiling, and prosecutor’s discretion in plea bargaining lead to this disproportionate amount of minorities being incarcerated.  Those civil rights groups that are calling for amending those laws are arguing that reform will ensure the civil rights of minorities, lessen economic costs of detention, and ensure public trust in the judicial system.  Opponents argue that this type of reform is soft on crime.
(FYI – full coalition)

· Coalition for Criminal Justice Reform Working Group

· American Civil Liberties Union

· Center on Crime, Communities and Culture

· Human Rights Watch

· Leadership Conference Education Fund

· Leadership Conference on Civil Rights (NOTE: this itself is a coalition of about 180 organizations)

· Legal Action Center (New York)

· Legal Action Center (Washington)

· NAACP

· NAACP Legal Defense Fund

· National Legal Aid and Defender Association

· National Council of La Raza

· National Urban League

· Research and Policy Reform Center

· Robinson & Foster, Inc.

· Sentencing Project

· Soros Foundation / Open Society Institute

· Youth Law Center

· Zuckerman/Spaeder

· David Cole of the Georgetown University School of Law

