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SUMMARY

As I understand it, this issue is about using all the money collected by the aviation trust fund to make improvements to airports.  The funds come primarily from a tax on airport tickets.  As air travel increased in the 1990s, so did the fund.  However, all the money collected was not being used within the airports.  Arguments for Air-21, the name of this legislation, were that if the tax revenues were not going to be spent on airport improvements, the airline ticket tax should be reduced.  Also, proponents argued that this would reduce congestion at airports.  The only opposition came from some congressional committee chairs who felt that Shuster’s plan violated some procedural rules concerning budgeting.

