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PARTICIPANTS

Organizations:

· American Association of School Administrators

· American Federation of Teachers

· Council of Chief State School Officers

· Council of Great City Schools

· National Education Association
· National School Board Association

· Parent Teacher Association
Members of Congress:

· Rep. Bill Goodling (R-PA) – chair of Education and the Workforce Committee

· Sen. James Jeffords (R-VT) – chair of Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee

Agency Officials:

· Richard Riley, Secretary of Education

· Susan Frost, Special Advisor to the Secretary of Education

White House Officials and Offices:

· Bruce Reed – White House Staff, domestic advisor (Clinton Administration)

Others:

· Representatives of school boards, elementary and secondary school principals, state boards of education

· ESEA group -- no web pages found

Opponents


Republicans in 106th Congress were in majority opposing this issue partly because of the upcoming election; they didn’t want to help the Democrats, nor did they have the votes to pass legislation on the issues they wanted like school vouchers.  Republicans also see federal funding to schools as “big government” and want to give that power to the states instead.  Many say that the reason that ESEA has not been reauthorized is simply because of partisanship.

BILLS

Elementary and Second Education Act, Title 1- reauthorizing

VENUES

· Congress

· Education and Workforce Committee

· Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee

· Department of Education

SUMMARY

As I understand it, this issue is about getting appropriations of funds to public schools and improving on the public school system, which includes qualified teachers and set standards.  It is not about school vouchers.  Essentially the debate is between the Democrats and the Republicans on which way the public school system should be run. The Republicans favor bloc-grants and control of education allotted to the local governments.  The Democrats (who are many of the active participants in getting this bill reauthorized) prefer a set amount of money appropriated to schools, preserving funding to the neediest students (targeted funding), getting more teachers to inner-city schools, allocating school construction money, and keeping everything on the federal level.

