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SUMMARY

As I understand it, this issue is about OSHA’s new ergonomics regulations. These ergonomics regulations attempt to minimize repetitive stress injuries, a type of injury that results from performing a task many times each day over an extended period of time (e.g., people who type at a computer without proper support tend to develop carpal tunnel syndrome).  OSHA had been working on this for many years, but issued these regulations in the twilight hours of the Clinton administration. They drew fire from business groups due to the large costs of coming under compliance (estimates run in the billions of dollars). The regulations are based on considerable research, recently confirmed by a study conducted by the National Academy of Science.

