CASE: Funding for Legal Services

Follow up interview with Robert Evans, American Bar Association

Interviewed by Jeff Berry

December 12, 2001

1.

It’s changed dramatically. We had contacts with the Bush Adm. before the election was resolved. The BA indicated its support of the program and it’s first budget it put in a continuation of the funds at the same level as last year. So we have a continuation of funding at the previous year’s level. Armey didn’t do his thing, taking the money out [and forcing us to work to put it back in] in the House. The Appropriations Committee reported out a budget that put us at last year’s funding. 

The bad news is that we were unable to move beyond that level. No one in the House wanted to [buck the President on this]. In the Senate some people tried to put more money in, but they were unable to because of the extraordinary tightness this year.

Congressional allies?

Yes, Domenici in the Senate is still our point person with the Republicans, but because of the change there, some Democrats have jumped in. Kennedy. They tried to add $40 million to the budget but were unable to because of the constraints in the budget resolution.  Several Democratic Senators wrote letters [supporting an increase].

But looking into the future it seems as though things are a bit brighter than when I first interviewed you?

Right [things are brighter]. We don’t know what the budget policy will be [in the future]. There’s the request for more anti-terrorism funds. We don’t know because of Sept. 11th, what the future holds [in terms of the budget]. So there was no addition to the $329.3 million [in our budget]

Allies?
Yes, we work with them [the local legal services agencies] but our principal ally is the National Legal Aid and Defender Association along with the agency, the National Legal Services Corporation. We also work with civil rights groups, like the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights. But the National Legal Services Corporation is our principal ally.

Arguments.

[Seems to be using same arguments as before]

Your impact?
I think we’ve been effective in lining up Republican support in the House. We’ve been effective in dealing with the new administration to stop the cutbacks. Who have you been talking to at the White House? The legal counsel, Alberto Gonsalez. Also, Harriet Myers [Meyers?], I don’t know what her title is, maybe Secretary to the President. She was his lawyer back in Texas. 

