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PARTICIPANTS

Agencies:

· Department of Justice

· Legal Services Corporation (LSC also exists in a variety of state, city, and regional entities), 

Organizations:  

· American Bar Association

· American Farm Bureau Federation

· Ford Foundation

· National Legal Aid and Defender Association

· National Legal and Policy Center 

· Open Society

Members of Congress:

· Rep. Dick Armey (R-TX)

· Rep. Tom Delay (R-TX)

· Sen. Pete Dominici (R-NM)

· Sen. Jim Jeffords (I-VT)

· Sen. Phil Gramm (R-TX)

SUMMARY

As I understand it, the battle over the role of the federal government in providing legal services to the poor has, since the establishment of the (federally-funded) Legal Services Corporation (LSC) in 1974, divided Congress, catalyzed support from liberal non-profit organizations, and wrath from conservative groups.  Supporters of legal services claim that everyone in a purportedly free and fair country should have equal access to justice, including the means to file suit against wrongful evictions, job termination, etc.  Opponents claim that the LSC is using taxpayer money unaccountably on behalf of “suspect” causes, such as defending drug abusers or homosexual adoption.  

