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PARTICIPANTS

Organizations:

· Nuclear Energy Institute

· U.S. PIRG

· Public Citizen

· Citizens Against Government Waste

Members of Congress:

· Sen. Richard Bryan (D-NV) - retired

· Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV)

Agencies:

· Department of Energy

· Yucca Mountain Project – not a participant, but searched as a supplementary site devoted entirely to the issue

· Environmental Protection Agency

· Nuclear Regulatory Commission

· White House

BILLS

· The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982
· The Energy Policy Act of 1992

· Price-Anderson Act

VENUES

· Senate Energy Committee

· House Commerce Committee

SUMMARY

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 provided for the creation of a national nuclear repository to store the spent fuel of nuclear power plants.  This was a continuation of the Atoms for Peace program that promoted the progress of the nuclear industry.  Despite the provision for there to be a repository created by 1998, the earliest date that a site would be ready to accept spent fuel is 2010.  The government has been delaying final approval for a repository site because of opposition to the current proposed site, Yucca Mountain in Nevada, as well as opposition to transporting potentially dangerous materials across the country.  Currently, the spent fuel is being stored on site at the nuclear power plants.

