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Basic Background

Prior Activity

“We’re involved now in a massive campaign. We’ll generate a half million comments to the Forest Service. We’ve already gotten a couple of hundred thousand sent in. There are 190 million acres of public forests.”

“Less than 4% of our lumber comes from the national forests. Even less comes from our old timber forests. This issue is really popular with our students. You’re familiar with our [structure]? Yes. [She’s referring here to the PIRG structure which has student-oriented units around the country. Students not only organize on campus, but students are hired as canvassers. And what those canvassers collect is the financial backbone of the organization.] We’ve been working in this area for 7-10 years. We’ve worked with [conservative] taxpayer groups on this [but they’re not who we really care about in terms of coalition building].”

“We’ve gotten rid of the road building program but we’re working now [on the Heritage Forests Campaign]. Some environmentalists went to PEW and got some money for this save the forests effort. You know, on a density basis, there are more roads per square mile in forests than in any other area. We want to protect all forest areas of more than 1,000 acres. There should be no grazing, no logging, no roads. This would amount to 60 million out of 191 million. The draft regulations exempted the Tongas National Forest. The Tongas [in Alaska] is the largest money loser for the Forest Service.”

“We have a coalition that includes a massive grassroots movement. We have a prop now—a Smokey the Bear who says “Save our Forests.” We have two of them and we take them to forest hearings. We hold press conferences. We do research reports. Exposes often. We’re about to release a report next week that exposes the blue ribbon commission. These are people who drive off-road vehicles. They say we want to ban them. We don’t—I mean we do, but [not publicly]. They don’t go on roads and our thing is to get rid of the roads. We expose them—they get funding from the industry. We do high visibility things.”

“And we do some research. We try to show that the timber industry is ripping off the taxpayer. We have to play defense to keep out riders; so we have to watch the floor. [This is still the comment period on the forest regs]. Do you know what will be in the final regs? We hope that it will include the Tongas. We hope that it will include the 1000 acres provision. But we worry that it won’t include Tongas. We worry that will be the piece that the administration gives up [in negotiating a compromise]. 

“We try to get the moderate Republicans. When the Republicans took over, they made some bad votes on the environment. So we went after them. Now Sherry [Sherwood] Boelhart [R-?] is the head of the GOP moderates in the House—they meet once a _____. He said, ‘how can keep these moderates in the House, get them re-elected? So if you can get him, you’re golden because he’ll bring along a lot of other moderates. There are 30-60 in that camp.”

“We just got 147 Democrats to sign a petition on the Tongas National Forest and we sent it to President Clinton. 147 is an important number because 146 is the number you need to defeat an override.”

Advocacy Activities Undertaken

Direct Lobbying

Grassroots Lobbying

Public Relations

Histrionics

Research

Future Advocacy Planned

Continuing comment campaign toward Forest Service

Direct Lobbying

Key Cong. Contacts

Sherwood Boehlert [R-NY]

Targets of Direct Lobbying

Members of Congress, not clear as to whether limited just to committees. Most likely to whole Congress.

Targets of Grassroots Lobbying

U.S. Forest Service

Coalition Partners
“We’re part of a coalition that includes National Audubon, the Heritage Forest Campaign (which is the umbrella group of the coalition), Earth Justice, the ____ Environmental Trust.” Names:


Marty Hayden, Earth Justice Legal Defense Fund


Ken Rait, Heritage Forest Campaign


Chris Wood, U.S. Forest Service

[The groups we’re working with on this] “are the Heritage Forest Campaign and the Critical Mass Energy Group, which is part of Public Citizen. Lisa Gue is the one on this there, but she just started last week.”

“We also do some coalition building with religious groups, to build partnerships there. For some people water quality and habitat is the issue. Timber, logging is bad for water. We work with fishermen. In Oregon we’ve worked with a fisherman’s group there. Pacific Fisherman [?] Logging is bad for fishing, bad for the salmon in Oregon. So we try to work with the hunters and anglers in dealing with the conservative Dems. We do this to try to show that we’re more than tree huggers.”

Other Participants:

None mentioned

Ubiquitous Arguments:

Save the forests

Secondary:

Taxpayers are being ripped off 

Targeted:

“We have to target our arguments. With most of the Democrats, the greenies, we can use ‘save the forests—they belong to all of us.’ That’s the argument we use with our canvassing. And our canvassers are out now. ‘Do you support saving the forests? Oh, you do. Would you like to give us $50?’ Now with the Democrats tied to labor, they hear from the carpenters, building trades. Those from Ohio, Pennsylvania, some of the states down south. That’s tougher. Most logging in the forests lose money for the government. It costs them more to manage the program than they get back. But the ones that do make money are the cherry forests in PA and some other spots. And the hardwoods in some of the states in the South (?).”

“One of the problems we have is that 25% of the money that’s collected by the Forest Service goes to the local government. So congressmen hear from local officials about this. It may only be $5000, but it seems to make a difference. Whoever designed this part of the program, well, that was brilliant. Just brilliant. So every member with a forest in his district has to think about this. So what’s the argument you use with them?  We say let’s save them because when they’re gone their gone. But we also use economic arguments. We tell them that an intact forest is worth more than one that’s clear cut. That revenues from recreational uses are far greater—37 times greater—than revenues from lobbying. Maybe it’s 23 times. It’s more than 10, I know that.”

Nature of Opposition

Republicans in Congress

The group regards Clinton and Gore unreliable, so they’re not quite the opposition but they’re clearly regarded as a problem.

Ubiquitous argument/opp

Not clear

Secondary/opp

None mentioned

Targeted arguments/opp

Off-road vehicle enthusiasts argue that the other side wants to kick them out of the forest and that’s unfair.

Partisan?

Yes

Venue:
Congress

U.S. Forest Service

Action Pending:
Final regulations pending. [Issued in draft form in Federal Register for comments; final regs to be issued]

Policy Objectives:

Protagonists want to protect the national forests from roads and commercial development.

Opposition doesn’t want further restrictions on what can be done in the forests.

Advocate’s Experience

I don’t have info on exactly how many years she’s been there, but more than a few.

Reliance on Research

“We don’t go into a campaign unless we’ve done the research. We don’t do original research; we look at the research that’s been done. We look for existing data bases. We’ll rely on other groups’ research. The Wilderness Society has good stuff. You know, this isn’t rocket science. Saving the forests was a good idea 30 years ago; it’s still a good idea. What I feel I need to have is that I need to be prepared for the questions I’ll get asked. I need to have [researched] answers. I need to be able to combat the arguments of the other side. If I’m testifying, then that’s something different. I need to go beyond the one pager. But [in this process] you need to stop beating your head against the wall and [periodically] come up with a new hook.”

“There’s lots of good research on [economics of] recreation use. Tom Powers of Montana State has done excellent work on the economics of all this. On the Hill I need to be able to talk about jobs, about how this doesn’t cause a net loss of jobs; that it creates jobs.”

Number of Individuals:

18

“We have 40 people working here, but that doesn’t include the canvassing office which is across the street. There are 80 canvassers out now [unclear if this nationwide or in this region only]. This is our busy season [for canvassers]. That office gets smaller after the summer. How many are working in your area?  There are 18 working in the advocacy area.”

Units

Three

Advocate’s Outstanding Skill:

Technical expertise. “My background is in physics and environmental engineering. I have an MA in environmental engineering from MIT.

Type of membership

Individual

Membership Size

Don’t know

Org. Age

17 years.

Misc:
“Campaign finance is another issue that I do and my thinking has evolved on this. I used to think that the contributions bought influence. They gave you access and that led to influence and so on. But I’ve begun to think: how much can you really buy with $5000? I think that what big money does is that influences who runs for office. Now the timber industry—they have a ton of money [and they influence who runs for Congress]. Like Helen Chenoweth-Hage [R-ID].”

“Gene Karpinski is the Exec Director. I think he is one of the most brilliant political minds. PIRG does the dirty work. We’re the hard bottom line. We don’t [give in] just to get a seat at the bargaining table. There’s no use being at the bargaining table when there’s nothing important on the table.”

