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PARTICIPANTS
Organizations:

· National Association of Manufacturers

· Procter and Gamble

· U.S. Alliance for Trade Expansion

Agencies:
· United States Trade Representative

Members of Congress:
· Rep. Ron Paul (R-TX)

· Rep. Sander Levin (D-MI)

· Rep. William Lipinski (D-IL)

VENUES
· House Ways and Means Committee

SUMMARY
As I understand it, the United States’ membership in the World Trade Organization is necessary but imperfect.   Many concede that there are shortcomings to our membership in the organization but at the same time the WTO is necessary to provide an orderly trading system and an international body to mediate disputes.  Conservative opponents to membership in the WTO, and globalization in general, claim that the organization infringes upon the United States’ national sovereignty.  Liberal opponents to the organization fear that the WTO favors the continued growth of wealthy multinational corporations at the expense of their workers.

