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SUMMARY

As I understand it, this issue is about legislation to exempt doctors and other health care professionals from antitrust laws, allowing them to form collective bargaining units when negotiating fees, coverage, and other issues with HMOs and insurance providers. They would function much like a union, but without the same level of government oversight or regulation.  The opposition argues that physician antitrust waivers will result in increased healthcare costs and loss of coverage.  The FTC and the DOJ are against legislation altering the current antitrust laws; they believe it will make regulation inflexible.

