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Issue: Prevailing Wage Rules

Tim Cleary

International Union of Operating Engineers

1126 16th St., NW

Washington, DC 20036

(202)429-9100

Issue Identification Interview

July 11, 2000

Interviewer: David Kimball

Basic Background

· Many years ago, Congress passed the Davis-Bacon Act of 1931 (named after two Republican legislators), designed to maintain community wage standards in federally-financed building contracts.  In building contracts funded by federal money, the government determines what the going wages are for building trades in the community where the building will take place.  Contractors are then required to pay at least that going wage to workers hired for the construction.

· Some Republicans in Congress have regularly tried to pass legislation that would repeal Davis-Bacon or eliminate its provisions from certain projects (e.g., disaster relief).

· One effort occurred about one and a half years ago, when a vote to repeal Davis-Bacon failed.

Prior Activity on the Issue

Not mentioned

Advocacy Activities Undertaken

Keeping an eye on appropriations bills and other vehicles (e.g., disaster relief legislation) where legislators might try to attach language weakening Davis-Bacon.

Future Advocacy Activities Planned

None mentioned

Key Congressional Contacts/Champions

None mentioned

Key State Champions

None mentioned

Targets of Direct Lobbying

None mentioned

Targets of Grassroots Lobbying

None mentioned

Coalition Partners (formal)

Informal Allies/Partners

· All other building trade unions (e.g., roofers, plumbers, boilermakers, sheet metal workers, etc.)

· AFL-CIO - building trades department (Bob Howers is key staffer)

Main Arguments and Evidence

1. We must not allow the standard of living to drop in communities around the country.

2. Cost overruns on most building contracts do NOT go to the workers

Secondary Arguments and Evidence

1. Our workers give a lot back to their communities, and often volunteer their services after disasters.

Targeted Arguments, Targets and Evidence

None mentioned

Nature of the Opposition

· Association of Builders and Contractors

· Some Republicans in Congress

Major Arguments and Evidence Articulated by Opposition

1. Cost overruns on building contracts would not be so large if Davis-Bacon were eliminated and contractors could pay workers lower wages.

Secondary Arguments and Evidence Articulated by the Opposition

None mentioned

Targeted Arguments and Evidence Articulated by the Opposition

None mentioned

Described as a Partisan Issue

Yes, although several Republicans support the union position on this issue.

Venues of Activity

Congress

Action Pending or Taken by Relevant Decision Makers

Possible action in appropriations bills.

Policy Objectives and Support for/Opposition to the Status Quo

The unions support the status quo.

Advocate’s Experience: Tenure in Current Job/Previous Experience

Did not say

Reliance on Research: In-house/External

Did not say

Number of Individuals Involved in Advocacy

Did not say

Units in Organization Involved in Public Affairs/Policy

Did not say

Advocate’s Outstanding Skills/Assets 

Didn’t say

Type of Membership: None, Institutions, Individuals, Both

Individuals

Membership Size

400,000 members in roughly 200 local unions in the U.S. and Canada

Organizational Age

104 years old

Miscellaneous

Documents:  

Web site: ww.iuoe.org

Follow-up in December, 2000
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