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SUMMARY


The issue involves proposals to ban “partial-birth” abortions, a procedure that tends to be used late in pregnancy.  Congress twice passed this legislation (in 1995 and 1998), which was then vetoed by President Clinton.  Over half the states have passed bans on partial-birth abortions, but most state laws have been struck down by courts.  The Supreme Court struck down a Nebraska law because (1) it covered more than one procedure and thus would have violated the abortion rules in Roe v. Wade, and (2) it did not provide an exception to protect the life of the mother.  Pro-choice advocates feel that the bills disallowing partial birth abortion are unconstitutional due to the absence of a health exception for the mother.  The bills also lack a viability line, allowing free interpretation of when a fetus becomes a life.  Thus the pro-choice side worries that a partial-birth abortion ban would lead to further restrictions on legal abortions.  Pro-life advocates argue that the partial-birth procedure is gruesome and not necessary.  The issue is largely partisan in nature, Republicans often pro-life and Democrats often pro-choice.  The issue is largely public and coalitions seem to make the difference in each side’s voice being heard.

