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Note: the short term goal of the computer industry people was to get the 180 day cycle of Presidential adjustments of the definition of “high power” computers (e.g., the maximum MTOP level allowed for exports to “Tier 3” countries) reduced.  We have documents on our web site where they wrote to Senator Reid saying they want 30 days but they have accepted a good faith compromise reducing it to 60 days.  So we can say that their legislative goal in the 106th congress was to reduce it to 60 days recognizing that this is already a compromise.

Longer term, they argue that MTOP is not the appropriate way of assessing what constitutes a “dangerous” computer and in fact that most computers designed for complicated defense work are specially built and designed anyway and these are not exported.  So they want out of the entire system, essentially

H.R. 5408, THE FLOYD D. SPENCE NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2001
This was passed into law and reduces the waiting period from 180 days to 60 days.

Latest Major Action: Became Public Law No: 106-398

As of March 21, 2005 the ITIC.org web site still lists export control reform as one of their major public policy concerns, so this issue has not gone away or been dramatically revised in terms of the basic thrust of public policy or lobbying efforts.  But there was a clear partial legislative victory during the 106th Congress.
