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As I understand it this issue is about …

the sale of C-130J-type aircraft to the United States Armed Forces by the Lockheed Martin Corp., the governments leading supplier of C-130s.  The C-130J is a military transport plane designed to replace the existing fleet of C-130Hs.  Following the Vietnam War, however, the Department of Defense has shown little interest in purchasing new C-130s, excluding the purchase of new C-130s from there budget requests.  Lockheed Martin is lobbying to convince legislators to include the purchase of C-130s into annual Defense Department appropriations bills.  Advocates primary argument for new federal C-130 procurement contracts articulate the need to modernize our existing fleet as an essential component of national security, emphasizing in particular the National Guards reliance on Armed Forces “hand-me-downs” which are facilitated by new purchases.  Opponents identify actions to include the purchase of C-130Js in Defense Department appropriations bills as “pork.”
