Weekly Federal Issues Update February 18, 2002

News Briefs

Changes to Senate Vehicle Scrappage Bill

Senators Tom Daschle (D-SD) and Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) have introduced a new version of their energy bill.  While still including a provision providing grants to states to scrap vehicles 15 years and older, the new version includes an option to repair the vehicles as well.  The revised section further requires that states provide public notification of intent to scrap and permit salvage of valuable parts from vehicle.  While the amendments are an improvement, AAIA is still calling for elimination of the provision based on opposition to government sponsored scrappage programs.  Scheduled to be considered by the full Senate sometime next week, AAIA members are urged to write to their Senators in opposition to the scrappage program, asking that Section 832 (formerly Section 803) be struck from the Daschle/Bingaman energy bill.  See the www.aftermarket.org for additional details. 

New Cosponsor for H.R. 2735

The Motor Vehicle Owner’s Right To Repair bill (H.R. 2735) added its 19th cosponsor in February, Rep. James Sensenbrenner (R-WI).  A veteran 12-term lawmaker, Rep. Sensenbrenner is chairman of the House Judiciary Committee.  APSA members are encouraged to thank Rep. Sensenbrenner and all cosponsors of H.R. 2735 for their support.  For more information, see www.aftermarket.org. 

Campaign Finance Reform

On Feb. 14, the U.S. House of Representatives passed its campaign finance reform bill.  The bill is similar to legislation passed by the Senate last year.  A top priority of both bills is to curtail the use of “soft money” contributions from political parties.  Restrictions on soft money will likely lead to greater reliance on “hard money” donations made by individuals and PACs direct to candidates.  Although highly regulated, PAC’s may still become much more powerful political tools for industries and companies.

OMB:  NHTSA Must Reconsider Tire Monitors

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has asked the National Highway Traffic & Safety Administration (NHTSA) to reconsider the tire pressure monitoring technology it is recommending to car manufacturers.  OMB would prefer to see a system that utilizes a vehicle’s anti-lock braking system, thus increasing the likelihood the ABS would be installed on more, not fewer vehicles.

In-District Congressional Meeting Set for Lancaster, PA

An In-District Congressional Meeting with U.S. Rep. Joe Pitts (R-PA-16) has been scheduled for February 22 at 9:30 a.m.   The meeting will take place at the Advance Auto store located at 4379 Lititz Pike in Lancaster.  Attendees will help educate Rep. Pitts about the importance of the aftermarket and seek his support for the Right-to-Repair Act.  Aftermarket executives or managers that work or reside in Rep. Pitts’ 20th District are invited to attend.  Contact Larry Northup at (301) 654-6664 or by e-mail at Larry.Northup@aftermarket.org for directions or other information.  

Small Business is Big

A report released last week from the Small Business Administration Office of Advocacy affirms the importance of small businesses to the United States economy.  According to the report, small business share of the private, nonfarm economy increased 52 percent over the last decade.

Mercury Clearinghouse Established in Northeast States

Eight Northeastern states have established the Interstate Mercury Education and Reduction Clearinghouse (IMERC), intended to be a central location for information on mercury-reduction laws and programs.  IMERC will be used by Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York and New Jersey to coordinate regional mercury-reduction efforts and assist state environmental agencies with developing and implementing laws and regulations related to the phasing-out of mercury containing products from the public waste stream.

Current Legislation Pending


House of Congress
House

Bill Number
H.R. 1805

Title
Small Business Liability Reform Act

Lead Sponsor
Asa Hutchinson (R – AR)

Date Introduced
05/10/2001

Latest Activity
Referred to committee

Committee Refs.
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade and Consumer 

Description
Abolishes joint liability for non-economic damages, protects 

product lessors and renters from liability, caps punitive 

damages against small businesses.

Web Link

Outlook

APSA Position
Strongly supports

Segments Affected
All

House of Congress
House

Bill Number
H.R. 203

Title
National Small Business Reg. Assistance Act

Lead Sponsor
John Sweeney (R-NY)

Date Introduced
01/06/2001

Latest Activity
Passed House

Committee Refs.
Sen. Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship

Description
Establishes pilot program for Small Business Development 

Centers to provide regulatory compliance assistance to small 

businesses, including establishing information clearinghouse.

Web Link

Outlook

APSA Position
Support

Segments Affected
All


House of Congress
House

Bill Number
H.R. 2735

Title
Motor Vehicle Owner's Right to Repair Act

Lead Sponsor
Joe Barton (R-TX)

Date Introduced
08/02/2001

Latest Activity
Referred to committee; cosponsor added 2/6/2002.

Committee Refs.
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade & Consumer Protection

Description
Ensures consumers and their designated repair facility access

to computer codes and diagnostic information necessary to 

maintain and repair 1996 and newer cars.

Web Link
http://www.aftermarket.org/Government/Grassroots_Activities/hr2735.asp

Outlook
Hearings expected Spring 2002

APSA Position
Strongly support

Segments Affected
All

House of Congress
House

Bill Number
H.R. 327

Title
Small Business Paperwork Relief Act

Lead Sponsor
Dan Burton (R-IN)

Date Introduced
01/31/2001

Latest Activity
Passed House

Committee Refs.

Description
Establishes several program to streamline paperwork 

requirements for small businesses, including single point of 

contact in each agency for information on paperwork 

compliance.

Web Link

Outlook

APSA Position
Support

Segments Affected
All

House of Congress
House

Bill Number
H.R. 333

Title
Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention & Consumer Protect Act

Lead Sponsor
George Gekas (R-PA)

Date Introduced
01/31/2001

Latest Activity
Passed Senate

Committee Refs.
Awaiting conference

Description
Makes changes to the current bankruptcy system, including 

encouraging more bankruptcies to repay debts.

Web Link

Outlook

APSA Position

Segments Affected
All

House of Congress
Senate

Bill Number
S. 1271

Title
Small Business Paperwork Relief Act

Lead Sponsor
George Voinovich (R-OH)

Date Introduced
07/30/2001

Latest Activity
Passed Senate

Committee Refs.

Description
Establishes several program to streamline paperwork 

requirements for small businesses, including single point of 

contact in each agency for information on paperwork 

compliance.

Web Link

Outlook

APSA Position
Support

Segments Affected
All

House of Congress
Senate

Bill Number
S. 1766

Title
Energy Policy Act of 2002

Lead Sponsor
Thomas Daschle (D-SD)

Date Introduced
12/05/2001

Latest Activity
Introduced

Committee Refs.
N/A (straight to floor consideration)

Description
Energy strategies for the nation, including Section 832 

(formerly sec. 803), which provides assistance to states to 

implement scrappage programs to retire fuel-inefficient motor

 vehicles.

Web Link
http://www.aftermarket.org/Government/Grassroots_Activities/s1766.asp

Outlook
Floor debate expected late February 2002

APSA Position
Strongly opposed to Section 832

Segments Affected
All

House of Congress
Senate

Bill Number
S.865

Title
Small Business Liability Reform Act

Lead Sponsor
Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

Date Introduced
05/10/2001

Latest Activity
Referred to committee

Committee Refs.
Committee on the Judiciary

Description
Abolishes joint liability for non-economic damages, protects 

product lessors and renters from liability, caps punitive 

damages against small businesses

Web Link

Outlook
Slim chance of being considered this Congress

APSA Position
Strongly supports

Segments Affected
All
Current Regulations Pending


Agency
DOT (NHTSA)

Title
Improved Tire Information and Consumer Awareness

Description
Directs NHTSA to improve the labeling of tires and to take whatever 

action is appropriate to educate the public on the importance of tire load 

limits and proper tire inflation levels.

Status
In proposal stage.  Date of final rule:  June 2002

Latest Activity
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking published 12-19-01.  Deadline for 

comments:  Feb. 19, 2002.  Docket No. 11157

Web Link
http://dms.dot.gov/search/

APSA Position
Neutral on tire info.  Support consumer education

Segments Affected
automotive

Agency
DOT (NHTSA)

Title
Reimbursement of Pre-recall Expenses

Description
Requires manufacturers to reimburse motorists for repair of defects before

 recall has been ordered.

Status
In proposal stage.  Date for final rule: not announced

Latest Activity
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking published 12-11-01.  Deadline for 

comments:  Feb. 11, 2002.  Docket No. 11107

Web Link
http://dms.dot.gov/search/

APSA Position
supports reimbursement of pre-recall expenses

Segments Affected
All

Agency
EPA

Title
OBD II Service Information Rule

Description
Rule requiring vehicle manufacturers to share OBDII codes with 

independent repair facilities to maintain and repair emissions systems of 

model year 1996 and newer cars.

Status
Proposed - Expected to be finalized Summer/Fall 2002

Latest Activity
APSA submitted comments on proposed rule July 2001

Web Link
http://www.aftermarket.org/Government/Federal_Issues/Federal_Issues.asp

APSA Position
Supports

Segments Affected
All

Agency
Labor (OSHA)

Title
Ergonomics Proposal

Description
The Dept. of Labor is preparing a comprehensive plan to address 

musculoskeletal injuries in the workplace.

Status

Latest Activity
The Secretary of Labor held public hearings in Summer 2001

Web Link
http://www.aftermarket.org/Government/Federal_Issues/Federal_Issues.asp

APSA Position
Opposed to onerous requirements imposed on employers

Segments Affected
All
