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[ISSUE IDENTIFIER]
Issue: Cuba Sanctions Reform

Interviewee: Scott Shearer, Director, National Relations

Organization: Farmland Industries, Inc.
Advocate #: 95-01

Date of Interview: August 17, 2001

Basic Background:  Farmland Industries, Inc. is a cooperative of farmers that produce and distribute all types of agricultural goods.   SS explained that they are constantly involved in trade issues in general, and that the Cuba Sanctions Reform issue is at the top of their agenda.  They have been working on the issue for many years and that the agriculture industry has been trying to relax the Cuban sanctions since the Nixon administration.  Since the early 1990s when the Soviet Union collapsed, they have been working toward a completely open trade policy with Cuba.  

Prior Activity on the Issue:  

Advocacy Activities Undertaken:

· Participate in formal coalition called USA Engage; has served on the steering committee for 5 years

· Testified at House Agriculture Committee hearings

· Submitted written testimony to Senate International Relations and Appropriations hearings

· Send individual and coalition letters to MCs

· Visit MCs individually and with coalition members

Future Advocacy Activities Planned: Follow progress of legislation and appropriations

Key Congressional Contacts/Champions:

Senate, overall sanctions reform champions
· Lugar 

· Hagel

Senate, on Agriculture and/or Appropriations Committees

· Durbin

· Dorgan

· Roberts

· Hagel

· Lugar

· Dodd

· Ashcroft

House, overall sanctions reform champions

· Dooley

· Crane

House, on Agriculture and/or Appropriations Committees
· Nethercutt

· Emerson

Targets of Direct Lobbying:

· Members of Senate Committees: Foreign Relations, Agriculture, Appropriations (SS said “the Ag Committees bear the brunt, though.”)

· Members of House Committees: International Relations, Agriculture, Appropriations

· MCs with employees in states or districts

· MCs that “tend to be in favor of trade”

· All MCs at least receive letter

Targets of Grassroots Lobbying: SS explained that the coalition has not done any grassroots campaigns, but that the Farm Bureau does publicize it to their members.

Coalition Partners (Names/participants):  USA Engage (www.usaengage.org/), chaired by Bill Lane, lobbyist with Caterpillar.  SS was not specific because there are so many members of the coalition, but mentioned:

· The Wheat trade association

· The Corn trade association

· The Soy trade association

· The Fertilizer institute

· US Dairy Association

· American Farm Bureau

Other Participants in the Issue Debate:

· SS also mentioned a “Cuban Coalition,” but didn’t explain what that was.

· State Department

· USAID Policy Advisory Committee (in Department of State)

Ubiquitous Arguments and Evidence:

· “Unilateral sanctions just don’t work….  We’ve had an embargo against Cuba for forty-some years and Castro is still there.”

Secondary Arguments and Evidence:

· “ With the collapse of the Soviet Union, the Cuban market is ripe.  They’re no longer a reliable supplier.  But it’s out of touch.”

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence: 

· SS said that when some members seem “anxious to flip on Cuba,” he stresses “the humanitarian side.  You can’t be against food and medicine.”

Nature of the Opposition:  SS described the opposition as two groups, the “hardliners” and the “human rights people.”  He summed up the first as “the State Department doesn’t want to lose power.”  

Ubiquitous Arguments and Evidence of the Opposition:  

· “They mostly have economists who say that sanctions work…and that we need them to pressure Castro.”

Secondary Arguments and Evidence of the Opposition: 

· “The human rights issue is a big one too…”  

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence of the Opposition: none mentioned

Described as a Partisan Issue: No

Venues of Activity:

· House and Senate Agriculture Committees

· House and Senate Appropriations Agriculture Subcommittees

· House IR and Senate Foreign Relations Committees

· State Department

· Agriculture Department

· Commerce Department

Action Pending or Taken by Relevant Decision Makers: SS was expecting legislation to be introduced shortly that would allow food and medicine to be sold to Cuba, but would not give Cuba any government financing.

Policy Objectives and Support for/Opposition to the Status Quo: SS described their goals to be “overall sanctions reform, but we’ll take food and medicine.”

Advocate’s Experience: Tenure in Current Job/Previous Experience: did not get to ask the question because we ran out of time.

Reliance on Research: In-house/External: did not get to ask the question because we ran out of time.

Number of Individuals Involved in Advocacy: did not get to ask the question because we ran out of time.

Units in Organization Involved in Public Affairs/Policy: 1.

Advocate’s Outstanding Skills/Assets: did not get to ask the question because we ran out of time.

Type of Membership (None, Institution, Individuals, Both): institution; it’s a corporation.

Membership Size: not applicable

Organizational Age: did not get to ask the question because we ran out of time.

Miscellaneous: We were cut short because he had a meeting at the Capitol, so it wasn’t a great interview, but he at least gave background and other contacts.

