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Date of Interview: August 30, 2001

Basic Background: BH described USBIC as an association of small- and medium-sized companies.  Unlike the US Chamber of Commerce, most members are manufacturers that are “rooted in their communities.”  The USBIC “policy focus is more conservative on trade and national security than the Chamber.”  They have been involved in the Cuba sanctions issue for several years to advocate not to engage with Cuba because it would send manufacturing jobs out of the US to an unstable economy.  BH emphasized how they contrast with “big business” that want to trade with Cuba to invest in cheaper labor rather than to exchange goods and services.

Prior Activity on the Issue:  not discussed.

Advocacy Activities Undertaken:

· Conducts economic analyses on trade issues and writes reports

· Prepares the USBIC lobbyists for visits to MCs, drafts letters

· Testified at an International Trade Commission hearing last year (see testimony in file)

Future Advocacy Activities Planned: continue tracking the issue and providing economic analysis when needed.

Key Congressional Contacts/Champions: he was not sure because he doesn’t deal with MCs, but then later mentioned:

· Representative Duncan Hunter, on national security issues

· Representative Frank Wolfe, on human rights issues

· “The 3 Cuban-American” members of Congress

· Representative Hyde

· Representative Gilman

· Senator Jesse Helms

Targets of Direct Lobbying: BH said he rarely lobbies “in the traditional sense,” except when he testifies

Targets of Grassroots Lobbying: no grassroots mentioned.

Coalition Partners (Names/participants): BH didn’t say they worked in a coalition, but later in the interview he said he worked with the Cuba American National Foundation, the Center for Security Policy, and labor unions.

Other Participants in the Issue Debate:

· US Chamber of Commerce

· US Engage

· Agriculture Industry

· BH said the White House was “not active yet, especially because the Bush-Florida thing.”

Ubiquitous Arguments and Evidence:

· “The US should use its economic power to keep the Communist regime from growing.”

· “It’s not about trade, it’s about investment.  They want to build factories and export to the US.”

· “Cuba doesn’t have any money anyway.  They have a weak economy…and Castro’s not a viable trade partner anyway…”  “…And the US is experiencing the longest period of sustained growth in history,”

· BH referring to Communist China and the US history of trade since the Nixon administration: “If trade with China hasn’t been fruitful…than it definitely won’t be with Cuba.” 

· “Gains from trade benefit dictators…even Donahue admits that…”  (BH was talking about Thomas Donahue, the president of the US Chamber of Commerce.)  “We can’t let them use the gains from trade from…[being] hostile to us.”

Secondary Arguments and Evidence: “…Plus, Castro’s death is imperative…” (note: I think he meant to say “impending”).   “It’s too premature to know who will take over…  Only if there’s a fundamental regime change…[can there be] material progress.  The US will fair better with clean hands.”

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence: none mentioned

Nature of the Opposition:  BH repeatedly referred to the opposition as “big business” and the Chamber of Commerce.

Ubiquitous Arguments and Evidence of the Opposition: “Opening trade will promote democracy.”

Secondary Arguments and Evidence of the Opposition: none mentioned

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence of the Opposition: none mentioned

Described as a Partisan Issue: no

Venues of Activity: BH only mentioned the International Trade Commission

Action Pending or Taken by Relevant Decision Makers: not discussed.

Policy Objectives and Support for/Opposition to the Status Quo: USBIC supports maintaining the status quo trade sanctions against Cuba until

Advocate’s Experience: Tenure in Current Job/Previous Experience:

· MA in Economics; Ph.D. started but not finished

· Economics professor

· Briefly worked for Senator Eastman (sp??)

· USBIC consultant

· Senior Fellow, Representative Hunter (5 years)

· Visiting Fellow, USBIC Educational Foundation (2 years

Reliance on Research: In-house/External: in-house.

Number of Individuals Involved in Advocacy: 5

Units in Organization Involved in Public Affairs/Policy: BH described the office as 2 parts; the USBIC Educational Foundation is a 501(c)(3) and the USBIC is a 501(c)(6) business association

Advocate’s Outstanding Skills/Assets:  Education and expertise.

Type of Membership (None, Institution, Individuals, Both): institutions

Membership Size: about 1000 small- and medium-sized companies 

Organizational Age: BH was not sure.

Miscellaneous: none

