CITAC Advocate Summary

Issue: Global Steel Safeguard Investigation

Interviewee: Janet Kopenhaver, Executive Director

Organization: Consuming Industries Trade Action Committee (CITAC)
Advocate #: 9702

Date of Interview: August 30, 2001, by telephone
Basic Background:

· “To start with I should tell you to look at our new steel study at our website.  It looks at the ramifications that cutting off foreign steel will have on downstream industries.  What matters is that there’s a 9 to 1 jobs in the consuming industries to steelworkers.  See we represent all kinds of steel industries.  We focus primarily on manufacturers that buy raw steel and produce things like hardware, machinery, automobiles.  But we also represent retailers that sell these products to the ultimate consumer, you and me.  So we run the gamut of downstream industries, or what we call consuming industries because they consume raw materials.  And with it’s history steel has always been a big issue.”
· “My job is to coordinate our message for our member companies and our member associations.  I also arrange possible witnesses and things like that.  But I generally don’t go up on the Hill and meet directly with members and staff.  Most of our member companies have people here in town to do that.  My job is to make sure that everybody’s saying the same thing, keep them on message.”

·  “Our member list is available on our website.  I worked on steel issues at several trade associations and then became an independent consultant.  CITAC started out as an ad hoc consumers’ group, and then it evolved into a cohesive group.  In February 2001 we established c-3 and c-6 status, and I became the executive director, even though I’m still an independent consultant.  No we don’t have a PAC.”

Prior Activity on the Issue: none mentioned.
Advocacy Activities Undertaken:

· “We requested a notice of appearance at the injury phase.  This is at the 201 investigation.  We want to show the effects of import restrictions.  There’s been a 15% price increase per ton of steel.”

· “We also asked to be included in [their] economic survey.  See part of a 201 investigation is a survey of the industry, and we want to be included in that study.  Just looking at the steel industry limits the possible field of who is impacted by trade restrictions.  But we will really kick in at the remedy phase.”

Future Advocacy Activities Planned:

· “We’ll target the administration after the injury phase.  Right now there’s really no reason to make our case with the administration because they can’t do anything.  But we’ll definitely target them after this initial phase. “

Key Congressional Contacts/Champions: none mentioned.
Targets of Direct Lobbying:

· “Yes.  There’s definitely a political component here.  We’ve been discussing the issue with people on the Hill, but I wouldn’t say we really have any targets.  See steel consumers are not located in any specific states.  We’ll bring this issue up when we’re talking to a member or staffer about some other issue, but we know members don’t have any influence over the investigation.”

Targets of Grassroots Lobbying: no information obtained.
Coalition Partners (Names/participants): 
· “Our member list is available on our website.”  
· “Possibly we’ll put together a coalition for this issue, but it hasn’t really come to that.”
NOTE:  JK did not expand on active members when probed.  The list below was cut/pasted from
Companies
Caterpillar 
Emerson Electric Company
Michelin North America, Inc.
National Metalwares, L.P. 
Nissan North America, Inc. 
Palm Beach Home Accents, Inc.
Procter & Gamble 
Target Corporation 
Toyota Motor Manufacturing North America, Inc. 

Associations
American Institute for International Steel
Association of Food Industries
Assoc. of Intl. Automobile Manufacturer
Business and Institutional Furniture Manufacturers Association 
Citizens Against Government Waste
Comm. for Competitive Fertilizer Market
Consumers for World Trade
Domestic Petroleum Council
Hearth, Patio and Barbecue Association
International Mass Retail Association
Maritime Exch. for the Delaware River and Bay 
National Foreign Trade Council
National Retail Federation
N. American Assoc. of Food Equipment Manu.
Precision Metalforming Association
Rubber Manufacturers Association
Steel Shipping Container Institute

Other Participants in the Issue Debate: none mentioned
Ubiquitous Arguments and Evidence:

· “Our arguments?  That’s easy…workers!  The impact overall on jobs and prices is huge.  We’ll lose $560,000 for every steel job preserved.”
· “Don’t obstruct the market.  We believe in the free market and that’s what should dictate what we should do.”

· “The point is that the onus ultimately rests with consumers and small businesses.”

Secondary Arguments and Evidence:

· “We would prefer domestic steel, but import restrictions just hurt producers and customers.”

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence: none mentioned
Nature of the Opposition: JK always referred to “the steel industry” as the opposition.
Ubiquitous Arguments and Evidence of the Opposition:

· “Well the trouble in the steel industry is obvious.  The US steel industry has been on the decline for several years and they’re constantly laying off workers.  Our response is “don’t hurt the larger customer base and jobs.””
· “The other things they say is that they’re looking for trade adjustment assistance…  These would be multilateral negotiations with steel producing countries to try to control prices.  The problem is that foreign consuming companies would still buy cheap.  Don’t hurt a viable industry.”

Secondary Arguments and Evidence of the Opposition: none mentioned
Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence of the Opposition: none mentioned
Described as a Partisan Issue: No.
Venues of Activity: 
· International Trade Commission

· Congress

· White House
Action Pending or Taken by Relevant Decision Makers: The ITC must complete it’s investigation and make recommendations to the President.
Policy Objectives and Support for/Opposition to the Status Quo:  Support the status quo trade policy for raw steel and loosening trade restrictions on steel.  
Advocate’s Experience: Tenure in Current Job/Previous Experience:
· “I worked on steel issues at several trade associations and then became an independent consultant.”
Reliance on Research: In-house/External:
· “We do that [research] on our own.  We started the CITAC Foundation because we wanted to show the other impacts of the so-called steel crisis…  No, we hired an economic firm.”

Number of Individuals Involved in Advocacy: one.
Units in Organization Involved in Public Affairs/Policy: 2, CITAC and CITAC Foundation.
Advocate’s Outstanding Skills/Assets: experience with trade and steel issues.
Type of Membership (None, Institution, Individuals, Both): institutions
Membership Size: not obtained
Organizational Age: 

· “In February 2001 we established c-3 and c-6 status.”
Miscellaneous: JK indicated that she would be willing to do a follow up.
