Keywords:
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Participants
Agencies:

Commerce Department

Office of the U.S. Trade Representative

Major Organizations:

“Support” steel investigation/change in steel trade policy:

Stand up for Steel Coalition (coalition of the Steel Institute and the USWA union)
American Iron and Steel Institute (Steel Institute)

Specialty Steel Industry of North America

United Steelworkers of America (USWA)
Association of Iron and Steel Engineers

Steel Manufacturers Association

Committee on Pipe and Tube Imports

“Oppose” steel investigation/change in steel trade policy:

Consuming Industries Trade Action Committee

Association of Imported Iron and Steel

Minor Organizations:

America Institute for International Steel

Association of Food Industries

Association of International Automobile Manufacturers

Business and Institutional Furniture Manufacturers Association

Citizens Against Government Waste

Committee for Competitive Fertilizer Market

Consumers for World Trade

Domestic Petroleum Council

Hearth, Patio, and Barbecue Association

International Mass Retail Association

Maritime Exchange for the Delaware River and Bay

National Foreign Trade Council

National Retail Federation

North American Association of Food Equipment Manufacturers

Precision Metal-forming Association

Rubber Manufacturers Association

Steel Shipping Container Institute

Corporations (none of these were mentioned as major participants):

Caterpillar

Emerson Electric Company

Michelin North America, Inc.

National Metalwares, L.P.

Nissan North America, Inc.

Palm Beach Home Accents, Inc.

Proctor & Gamble

Target Corporation

Toyota Manufacturing North America, Inc.

Members of Congress:

Major:

Representative Phil English
Representative Pete Visclovsky

Sneator Robert Byrd

Senator Arlen Specter

Senator John Rockefeller

Minor:

House Steel Caucus members
Senate Steel Caucus members
Venues:

International Trade Commission

White House (Office of the U.S. Trade Representative)

House Ways and Means Committee

Senate Finance Committee

House Appropriations Committee

Senate Appropriations Committee

Summary:

As I understand this issue, over the past four to five years an influx of inexpensive foreign steel been coming into the U.S. Consequently, U.S. domestic steel producers have had difficulty competing with foreign competitors. The steel industry and its allies charge that they are the victims of unfair market practices and are requesting that the Bush Administration open a “Section 201 Global Safeguard Investigation” that would be conducted by the International Trade Commission. This investigation would evaluate whether U.S. industry is being harmed by the practices of a trade partner and would compose a list of recommendations in accordance with their assessment. Industries that benefit from low steel prices contend that if steel prices increase then they will be negatively affected. As a result, many different industries oppose the investigation asserting that the government should not interfere with current market conditions in the interest of protecting the steel industry.     

Notes to Josh from Tim:

· Here’s just a thought: ‘trade protection’ may be a bit too general for this issue as a search term.  It’s not incorrect, because this issue is about steel and trade, but as it was identified for me, this issue is a narrower in that it is just one way the US steel industry has tried to minimize the effects of cheap foreign steel.  I don’t think this will necessary change your search procedure, but it’s something to keep in mind as you find news articles, web pages, etc.

· The International Monetary Fund was mentioned as a potential venue by the union rep I interviewed, but I would not search it as a venue.  It’s not really a venue for this issue.
