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· Worldcom

Members of Congress:

· Rep. John D. Dingell (D-MI)
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· FCC (Federal Communications Commission)
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SUMMARY


As I understand it, this issue is about forcing cable companies to provide open access of their broadband communications networks to other companies.  Currently, cable companies alone have exclusive access to their own communications networks and are not required to sell access to any other companies.  Internet service providers (ISPs) want access to cable lines to enhance their internet service to consumers.  Cable companies do not want to sell access because doing so would force stronger competition with ISPs and would also require regulation.  There is question whether or not the FCC even has the power to regulate broadband cable network and require such access.
