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SUMMARY

The DOD used to pay for their transportation, but now some of it is paid out to privately  owned companies who let the DOD use their vessels.  When the Maritime Security Act was first passed in 1996, allowing this outside contracting, all of the companies were American owned.  Now at least some are at least half foreign owned companies.  The US Department of Defense would be dependent on foreign shipping companies to fulfill these contracts.  So, the question is “Is this in the interest of national security to rely on foreign shipping companies, especially in time of war?”  

Foreign companies do not necessarily have to allow ship’s workers to organize unions to negotiate on their behalf, so the unions were concerned that they’re members would be replaced with foreign employees.”  Should this bill be reauthorized? 

